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2003 Events 
 

Event 
Date 

Publica
tion 
Date 

Event Source Locations Names Notes 

 25 Jan Khartoum government and Southern rebels resume 
peace talks in Kenya.  Both parties are discussing the 
distribution of power and of the countryÕs oil wealth. 

NYT Kenya   

 31 Jan 
 

In January, an Amnesty International delegation 
visits Shala pr ison in Darfur, expressing concern 
about lack of fair trial provisions in special cour ts. 
Amnesty raised concerns over the security situation in 
Darfur and petitioned the GoS to set up an independent 
commission of inquiry to look into the situation.   (AP, 
AFP, IRIN) 

AP/AFP, IRIN Shala prison  
 
 

http://web.amnesty.or
g/library/Index/ENG
AFR540032003?ope
n&of=ENG-SDN  

21 Feb 22 Feb Sudanese Government and tribal leaders to hold 
conference (on 24 Feb) aimed at quelling tribal 
violence in Darfur according to Lt. General Ibrahim 
Sulieman, Chairman of the Committee for  
Maintaining Secur ity in Darfur . 
 
Amnesty International (on 21 Feb) warns that, Òthe 
situation in Darfur must not be allowed to escalate into 
all-out war.Ó  

AP, citing 
SUNA 

 Ibrahim Sulieman  

 26 Feb,  
27 Feb 

Newly formed armed rebel group seizes a provincial 
capital in western Darfur.  300 rebels identifying 
themselves as ÒFront for  L iberation of DarfurÓ 
(FLD) seizes the town of Gulu, capital of Jebel 
Marrah province, establishing their own 
administration.   FLD claimed it wants to eradicate 
marginalization and injustice which had deprived the 
region of development, according to North Governor 
Ibrahim Suleiman.  (AFP) 
 
South Darfur  Governor Adam Hamid Mussa claims 
rebel group is led by Abdel Wahid Mohamed Nour  Ð 
a lawyer and former member of Communist Party; 
 
The Sudanese government denies the existence of the 

AFP, citing 
Khartoum 
papers, IRIN 

Gulu 
 
Jebel Marrah 

Abdullah Korah, 
rebel appointee 
 
Adam Hamid 
Mussa  
 
Abdel Wahed 
Mohammed 
Ahmed al-Nur 
 
Muhammad 
Ahmad Dirdeiry  
 
Ibrahim Suleiman 

 



DARFUR CHRONOLOGY: 2003 Events   Coali t i on  for Int ernat ional Jus ti c e  

9 

FLD rebel group, instead only referring to them as 
Òbandits.Ó  Muhammad Ahmad Dirdeiry, 
spokesman at the Sudanese embassy in Nairobi tells 
IRIN that the so-called rebel group was a "gang of 
bandits" who had been terrorizing residents of the 
region and who had no political agenda.  (IRIN)  

26 Feb 28 Feb 13 killed in clashes between armed tribesman and 
government forces that began 26 Feb.  Sudanese 
government claims ÒImportant security breaches are 
currently taking place,Ó according to SUNA.  Violence 
erupted just as a GoS-sponsored conference of tribal 
elders in el Fasher designed to bring local chiefs 
together to quell violence ended this week. 

AP, citing  
SUNA and Al-
Sahafa 

al-Fashir Sidiq Mohamed 
Ahmed  

 

 6 Mar Darfur rebels claim they are not f ighting for secession, 
rather for a role in government.  ÒWe only want a role 
in power and a share of resources,Ó said Khalil 
Ibrahim, chief of Sudanese Movement for  Justice 
and Equality, in an interview with Al Hayat. 

AFP, citing Al 
Hayat 

 Mohammed Khalil 
Ibrahim  

First reference to 
JEM in Western news 
agencies 

 9, 11 
Mar 

Darfur  L iberation Front claims to shoot down 
military helicopter carrying North Darfur  Governor  
Ibrahim Suleiman.  (AFP, 9 Mar.) Suleiman 
acknowledges that the aircraft had been forced to land, 
but only due to technical problems. Suleiman was on 
board with Armed Forces Chief of Staff General 
Abbas Arabi. (AFP, 11 Mar.) 

AFP Tura Abbas Arabi 
 
Ibrahim Suleiman   

 

 14 Mar Darfur  L iberation Front formally changes name to 
ÒSudan Liberation Movement/ArmyÓ (SLM/A), 
according to groupÕs Secretary-General M inni Arkou 
Minawi.   
 
M inawi announces an Òarmed struggleÓ to Òcreate a 
united democratic Sudan.Ó  M inawi calls for an 
understanding with the National Democratic Alliance 
(NDA).  Minawi claims Darfur has suffered from 
Òmarginalization, racial discrimination, exclusions 
andÉp olicies amounting to ethnic cleansingÓ against 
African tribes.  
 
M inawi announces ÒrecaptureÓ of Gulu Ð capital of 
Jebel Marrah province, claiming 195 Government 

AFP Gulu Mani Arkoi 
Minawi 
 
al-Zhawi Ibrahim 
Malik 

SLM/AÕs first 
appearance as such 
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dead.  GoS forces retook Gulu in early March.  
 
Sudan Information M inister  al-Zahawi Ibrahim 
Malek claims that tribes in Chad were assisting Darfur 
rebels. (AFP). 

 19 Mar The Sudanese government and Southern rebels (SPLA) 
agree to extend the mandate of an independent 
monitoring team aimed at preventing attacks on 
civilians for one more year. 

NYT    

 20 Mar The SLM /A and the Sudanese government agree to a 
ceasefire so that peace negotiations can be held.   
 
A few days later, the SLM/A claims the government 
has broken the ceasefire by dropping bombs from two 
helicopter gunships near Karnoi. 

IRIN Karnoi Mani Arkoi 
Minawi 

 

 27 Mar National Congress Party instructs the Government to 
employ military force to end rebellion that recently 
erupted in Darfur.  President Omar  al-Bashir  denies 
political nature of rebellion, blaming unrest on armed 
criminal gangs.   (AFP) 
 
ÒWe have come to the view that these events have to be 
dealt with in a decisive and strong manner,Ó said 
Ibrahim Ahmed Omar, Secretary-General of 
National Congress Party.   AP continues to report that 
Òclashes are believed to have begun as tribes competed 
for grazing land, and are not linked to the civil war in 
the south and east of Sudan.Ó  (AP) 

AFP, citing 
SUNA; AP 

 Ibrahim Ahmed 
Omar 
 
Omar Al-Bashir 

 

 27 Mar SLM /A says it Òcaptured and liberatedÓ the town of 
Tina, on border with Chad.  SLM /A claims to be in 
full control of the Sudanese/Chadian border in 
Zaghawa area and to have captured two heavy trucks 
and two technicals - Toyota land cruisers mounted with 
guns and ammunition.  SLM/A claims that GoS lost 56 
dead in fighting. 

AFP Tina 
 
Chad  
 

Mani Arkoi 
Minawi 

 

 30 Mar GoS forces free four tribal leaders held hostage by 
SLM /A; GoS claims to have inflicted Òserious losses 
on the armed groupsÓ of rebels, but that M inni Arkou 
Minnawi Òmanaged to escape.Ó  

AFP Jebel Marrah Mani Arkoi 
Minawi 

 

 31 Mar UN Special Rapporteur  Gerhart Baum comments on IRIN  Gerhart Baum  



DARFUR CHRONOLOGY: 2003 Events   Coali t i on  for Int ernat ional Jus ti c e  

11 

the deteriorating situation on Darfur: ÒThe 
governmentÕs interpretation of the conflict as caused by 
armed groups engaging in robbery and its response to 
solve the Darfur issue by resorting to Special Courts, 
group trials, death sentences and cruel and inhumane 
punishment such as cross amputation, are totally 
inadequate and resulted in serious human rights 
abuses.Ó  

 8 Apr SPLA spokesman George Garang calls the SLM /A-
led rebellion in Darfur an Òuprising against injustice.Ó 

IRIN  George Garang  

12 Apr 13, 14 
Apr 

President Omar al-Bashir  and Chadian President 
Idr iss Deby pledge security cooperation when they 
meet in Fashir  on 12 April.  Deby stated that Chad 
would not allow an organization or individual to 
disturb security along the common border.  (AFP) 
 
Sudan declares a military operations zone. South 
Darfur  Governor General Adam Mussa, (referred to 
as ÒDarfur security chiefÓ) said ÒPresident Deby and 
President Bashir  underlined É the necessity of 
cooperation between the armies in Chad and Sudan to 
eliminate all armed bandits and armed groups in the 
border areas.Ó AP reports summit held due to ChadÕs 
concerns insurgency could spread across its borders. 
(AP) 

AFP, AP al-Fashir Adam Hamid 
Mussa 
 
Idriss Deby 
 
Omar Al-Bashir 

In late January of 
2003, Chad and 
Sudan signed an 
accord to create a 
joint force to monitor 
border security.   

 22 Apr GoS forces seize rebel stronghold in West Darfur .  
ÒThere will be no negotiations with anyone who carries 
arms.  They will be faced with arms onlyÓ warned the 
stateÕs governor, Omar  Haroun. 

AFP West Darfur  Omar Haroun  

 24 Apr 44 killed in tribal clash in West Darfur  Ð between 
Arab and Masalit tribe in Mali village.   

AP Mali    

 25 Apr SLM /A claims capture of al-Fasher, capital of 
Northern Darfur .  SLM /A leader Mani Arkoi 
Minawi tells AFP that large numbers of GoS army 
were killed and that the SLM/A captured cityÕs 
military headquarters and seized key artillery positions.  
Minawi claimed SLM/A had shot down four 
helicopters and three planes and seized four tanks in 
clashes around Kutum (62 mi. northwest of al Fasher)  
 

AFP, AP al-Fashir 
 
Kutum 

Mohamed Beshir 
Suleiman  
 
Mani Arkoi 
Minawi 
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Khartoum denies that Fasher had been captured, 
saying its forces repelled an attack on the city.  (AFP) 
 
Army spokesman General Mohamed Beshir  
Suleiman says Òan armed group of outlaws, assisted by 
5th column elements infiltrated al-Fasher airport and 
armed forces areas.Ó    Suleiman claimed army troops 
secured the airport after repulsing the attack leaving 52 
dead on both sides (32 GoS and 20 insurgents).  
Suleiman said attackers penetrated the airport 
perimeter with six vehicles.  Suleiman said 4 planes 
had been damaged Ð 2 fighters, 2 transports. (AFP)  
 
General Sulieman described the rebel operation as a 
Òdesperate suicide attempt.Ó (AP) 

 25 Apr 44 people are killed and 22 wounded in clashes 
between Arab and Masalit Ar ican tribesmen in 
Darfur, near the border with Chad. 

NYT, citing Al 
Rai al-Aam 

Chad   

 26 Apr  South Darfur  Governor Adam Hamid Mussa orders 
night curfew in Nyala. 

AFP  Adam Hamid 
Mussa 

 

 27 Apr Nyala court sentences 24 to death for village raid in 
December  2002.  The village of Sangatah (inhabited 
by Fur  tribe) was attacked by Arab militia on 31 Dec 
2002 and burned to the ground killing 35. (AFP) 
 
The accused attacked the village Òfrom four directions, 
looting and killing anyone they found in the street and 
burning the whole villageÓ Akhbar Al-Youm daily 
reported Judge M ukhtar  Ibrahim Adam as saying. 
(AP) 

AFP, AP, 
citing Akhbar 
Al-Youm daily 

Sangatah Mukhtar Ibrahim 
Adam 

 

25 Apr 28 Apr On 25 April, during attack on al-Fasher , JEM rebels 
abduct GoS Air  Force Maj . Gen. Ibrahim Bushra, 
head of Sudanese Air Force. 

AP al-Fashir Ibrahim Bushra 
Ismail 

 

 28 Apr GoS officials blame SPLA and I srael of aiding Darfur 
rebels.  Southern States Coordination Council Chair  
Riek Gai accused John GarangÕs SPLA of sedition in 
Darfur, describing alleged SPLA aid to Darfur rebels 
as a Òhurdle in the peace processÓ while North Darfur  
State Governor  Ibrahim Suleiman accused both 
SPLA and Israel of having a hand in events.  

AFP  Ibrahim Suleiman 
 
Riek Gai  
 
John Garang 

 



DARFUR CHRONOLOGY: 2003 Events   Coali t i on  for Int ernat ional Jus ti c e  

13 

Suleiman says that all political parties, except Popular  
Congress of Hassan al-Turabi were engaged in peace 
talks.  

 28 Apr North Darfur  Governor I brahim Suleiman claims 
there is a Òdirect relationshipÓ between SPLA and 
ÒoutlawsÓ referring to SLM /A, saying Òthe SPLA has 
chosen the al-Fasher  rebel group to carry out this 
mission of engaging the government army.Ó  Suleiman 
also claimed that planes ferry arms to Darfur from the 
South and that SPLA members were involved in the 
attack on al-Fasher.   Suleiman accuses Abdullah al-
Baker of heading the SLM /A and describes him as a 
Chadian opposition member. 
 
Amnesty International claims Òthousands of villagers 
have reportedly fled their villages since Apr il 11, after 
attacks by government forces and government-
organized Arab militias fighting against the SLA in the 
area of Kutum, Northern Darfur .Ó  

AFP, citing 
SUNA 

Kutum Abdullah Al-Baker 
 
Ibrahim Suleiman 

Early reports of 
thousands displaced. 
 
http://web.amnesty.or
g/library/Index/ENG
AFR540262003  

 29 Apr GoS Army spokesman General Mohamed Beshir  
Suleiman confirms capture of Major  General 
Ibrahim Bushra Ismail.   Suleiman confirms rebels 
who raided Al-Fasher killed 32 GoS troops.  Suleiman 
claims rebels are dug in on Sin mountain, west of Al-
Fasher and besieged by GoS forces. 

AFP  Sin Mountain Mohamed Beshir 
Suleiman  
 
Ibrahim Bushra 
Ismail 
 

 

 29 Apr North Darfur  Gov. Ibrahim Suleiman blames SPLA 
for Darfur unrest Ð explaining that the SPLA Òwanted 
to keep the army busyÓ after concluding that the 
government troops were getting a chance to rest and 
rearm because of a truce in Nuba Mountains which 
has held since 2002.  Suleiman said attackers on Al 
Fasher included local Zagawa and Fur tribesman, 
southerners from SPLA and Chadian mercenaries.   
 
On Monday, 28 April, Amnesty International called 
for Darfur to be included in human rights monitoring 
system set up under Sudan peace process and called for 
independent commission of inquiry.  

AP Nuba Mountains 
 
al-Fashir 

Ibrahim Suleiman 
 
 

 

 29 Apr GoS officials f ly journalists to al-Fasher to prove that 
GoS is in control of the city.  Wreckage of six aircraft 

AFP al-Fashir   
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litters al-Fasher  airport including  two Antonov 
transport planes and four helicopters.   

 29 Apr Sudan Foreign M inister  Mustafa Ismail accuses 
Er itrea of involvement in attack on Al-Fasher.  Ismail 
blamed Er itrea and Sudanese opposition National 
Democratic Alliance for incidents.  This may be the 
first time Khartoum acknowledged political motivation 
for unrest Ð up to this point, they consistently blamed 
Òarmed criminal gangs.Ó  
 
Er itrea later denies attacks (see 3 May AFP article).  

AFP Eritrea Mustafa Osman 
Ismail 

 

23 Apr 29 Apr Amnesty International urges the international 
community to send human rights monitors to Darfur as 
security in the region deteriorates: ÒA conflict, which 
no one wants and which could be solved by clear 
recommendations and human rights protection 
mechanisms, must not be allowed to escalate.  The 
international community must act.Ó 
 
Amnesty reports that on 23 April armed nomads, some 
of whom were wearing uniforms and said to be 
members of a government militia, attacked men around 
a mosque in West Darfur , killing 55 people, wounding 
at least 20 and looting domestic animals.   

IRIN    

 30 Apr Swiss-based NGO, Wor ld Organization Against 
Tor ture (OMCT) expresses concern over the 
increased arbitrary mass arrests and torture directed 
against members of the Zaghawa tribe in Darfur by 
Sudanese security forces: ÒOMCT is gravely 
concerned by this most recent wave of arbitrary arrests 
that have been carried out by the National Secur ity 
Agency and the intelligence services.  OMCT calls for 
their immediate release unless there are valid legal 
charges against them that are in line with international 
law.Ó 

IRIN    

 6 May GoS ups casualty figures from al-Fasher  attack to 75 
dead.  Sudanese Defense minister  Lt. Gen. Bakr i 
Hassan Saleh speaking before Par liament claims 75 
GoS troops dead and 70 assailants killed.  Inter ior  
Minister  Abdel Rahim Hussein said conflicts 

AP, AFP al-Fashir Bakri Hassan Saleh 
 
Abdel Rahim 
Mohamed Hussein 
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between tribal groups are normal but expressed 
concern over growing number of robberies and 
weapons.  Hussein proposed economic aid and 
environmental programs for Darfur including water 
and irrigation projects to address the problem.  (AP) 

 9 May President Omar al-Bashir  sacks high-ranking Darfur 
officials.   Bashir  fires governors of North Darfur  
(Gen. Ibrahim Suleiman) and West Darfur  (Omar  
Haroun) as well as top security officials including the 
local military commander, director of security unit, and 
the police chief in Al-Fasher .  Bashir  also disbands 
the secur ity committee formed for maintaining 
security under North Darfur  GovernorÕs watch.  
(AFP) 
 
President Bashir  appoints General Sulieman 
Abdullah Adam as governor of West Darfur  and 
Osman Youssef [K ibir ] as governor of North Darfur .  
AP reports the other sacked officials include the head 
of police in North Darfur  and el-Fashir  district 
military commander. (AP)  

AFP citing 
state television 
and SUNA; 
AP citing 
SUNA   

 Omar Haroun 
 
Ibrahim Suleiman 
 
Osman Mohamed 
Yusef Kibir 
 
Suleiman Abdullah 
Adam 

ÒSecurity 
CommitteeÓ 
disbanded 

 11 May, 
12 May 

Rebels attack strategic northwest city of Mallit.  
SLM /A spokesman Mani Arkoi Minawi claims his 
group has captured the city, an important link between 
Sudan and Libya after overcoming ÒweakÓ resistance 
from GoS troops. (AFP 11May) 
 
GoS Army spokesman Mohamed Beshir  Suleiman 
acknowledges that a number of troops were killed 
during attack on Mallit.   Vice President Ali Osman 
Taha states that Òthe group of outlaws are planning to 
create a political row to make the government respond 
to their demands.Ó  (AFP, 12 May) 
 
SUNA claims GoS troops confronted rebels, and 
Òinflicted heavy losses on them and the rest fled.Ó M ilit 
is DarfurÕs second largest city 60 km north of al-
Fasher.  SUNA claims Sudan Bank, customs 
warehouses, hospital and police station attacked.  (AP, 
citing SUNA)  

AFP; AP 
citing SUNA 

Mallit Mani Arkoi 
Minawi 
 
Mohamed Beshir 
Suleiman 
 
Ali Osman 
Mohammed Taha 
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 15 May  GoS Inter ior  Minister  Abdel Rahim Mohamed 
Hussein calls on other Sudanese states to send one 
company of police reinforcements each to Darfur to 
help quell attacks.   M inister  Hussein said these 
measures, together with development programs (such 
as $25 million earmarked for water) to curb friction 
between shepherds and farmers, go hand in hand.  
Attending a meeting to discuss security measures were: 
Hussein; North Darfur  State Inter ior  M inister  
Ahmed Mohamed Haroun; Police Commander  
General Omar  al-Hidhar i, Darfur  state governors 
and police commanders from all Sudanese states.  

AFP, citing 
SUNA 

 Abdel Rahim 
Mohamed Hussein 
 
Ahmed Mohamed 
Haroun 
 
Omar al-Hidhari 

 

17 May 
2003 

 Abu Jidad attacked by Arab militia on horseback and 
camels and government forces in vehicles.  Local 
village head claims 36 villages were burnt and at least 
76 persons killed. The villages reportedly burnt are 
Tabaldia I  et I I , Silah, Betenan, Gos Ajour , Naga, 
Abhournon, Mahamad Nar, Arajab I ssa, Ker im 
Djame, Abakar  Hamad, Musa Alil, Faki Abdel 
Kar im, Massour Ismail, Jera Beth, Amsila, Musa 
Abderami, Mabouraka Arad, Tibez, Barh 
Mahamad Adam, Massour Ismail, Guir i Arad, 
Hamat Manant, Juma Adam, Madarassa and Shete 
Zakar iya. 

AI (ÒToo 
many people 
killed for no 
reasonÓ) 

Abakar Hamad  
 
Abhournon 
 
Abu Jidad 
 
Amsila  
 
Arajab Issa  
 
Barh Mahamad 
Adam 
 
Betenan 
 
Faki Abdel 
Karim 
 
Gos Ajour 
 
Guiri Arad  
 
Hamat Manant  
 
Jera Beth 
 
Juma Adam  
 

 http://www.web.amn
esty.org/library/index
/engafr540082004  
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Kerim Djame  
 
Mabouraka Arad 
 
Madarassa  
 
Mahamad Nar  
 
Massour Ismail  
 
Musa Abderami  
 
Musa Alil 
 
Naga 
 
Shete Zakariya  
 
Silah 
 
Tabaldia  
 
Tibez 

25 May 26 May North Darfur  Governor Osman Mohamed Yousuf 
Kubur  imposes variety of security measures including 
bans on satellite phone use; bans on four wheel drive 
vehicles outside of towns; limits of 5 gallons of fuel to 
purchase at a time; bans on spare part sales for four 
wheel drive vehicles.  
 
North Darfur  simultaneously offered (on Sunday 25 
May) an amnesty deal to anyone who Òrepents, lays 
down arms and surrendersÓ before June 8. 

AFP citing 
Akhbar al-Yom 
paper 

North Darfur Osman Mohamed 
Yusuf Kibir  

. 

24-25 
May 

26 May  GoS launches air raids against rebel encampment west 
of Kutum at the weekend (24-25 May).  SLM /A 
Secretary-General Mani Arkoi M inawi tells AFP 
that GoS launched air strikes against villages and a 
camp of the SLM /A.  Minawi reported six rebel deaths 
and also several government troop POW deaths.  

AFP Kutum   

27-29 29 May SLM /A claims to have killed 500 GoS troops and AFP Kutum Ahmed Babikir  
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May taken 300 POWs during fighting north of Kutum.  
Attacks began at 1030AM  and lasted until 1345 PM 
according to SLM/A Secretary-General Mani Arkoi 
Minawi, speaking to AFP.  SLM /A reportedly 
destroyed seven four-wheel drive vehicles and three 
trucks.   
 
M inawi claims GoS Education M inister  Ahmed 
Babikir  Nahar  contacted SLM /A on 27 May to 
express GoS willingness to negotiate.   
 
M inawi claims on Wednesday, 28 May, GoS forces 
burned four villages and launched aerial bombing in 
the region.   

Nahar 
 
Mani Arkoi 
Minawi 

 29 May Adam Mussa Madibbu, Senior Umma Party 
representative in Darfur and politburo member with 
close ties to Sadiq al-Mahdi arrested by GoS.  (Date 
of arrest unclear). 

AFP   Adam Mussa 
Madibbu 
 
Sadiq al-Mahdi 

 

 31 May GoS denies SLM/A claim that 500 troops were killed 
in battle.  An official in General Mohammed Beshir  
SuleimanÕs office described the claim as Òa false 
media rattle and fabrication.Ó  The official said a small 
army recon team went to a location 60 km north of 
Kutum and engaged with a gang of armed robbers.  
Official claims GoS is Ònow in full control of North 
Darfur .Ó  Mani M inawi had previously claimed 
SLM /A destroyed an infantry battalion.  

AFP Kutum  Mohamed Beshir 
Suleiman 
 
Mani Arkoi 
Minawi 

 

  31 May Dr. Adam Mussa Madibbu released from detention 
after 24 hours.  Madibbu claims Security services 
accused him of persuading people to support rebellion 
in Darfur.  

AFP  Adam Mussa 
Madibbu 

 

1, 5 Jun 6 Jun SLM /A claims to have ÒannihilatedÓ a large number of 
GoS soldiers on Thursday 5 June, capturing 25 vehicles 
and arms including rocket launchers and heavy 
machine guns.  Attack was in Adar area of North 
Darfur  state. 
 
SLM /A Secretary-General Mani Arkoi M inawi said 
on Sunday, 1 June, that the SLM/A wished to join the 
SPLA in peace talks with GoS.  He reported SLM /A 

AFP Adar Mani Arkoi 
Minawi 
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had decided to Òbegin a dialogue with SPLAÓ in order 
to reach a comprehensive solution on the entire 
Sudanese territory.   

 16 Jun GoS establishes special branch within Justice 
Ministry to prosecute terror suspects.  ÒReligious 
extremism and armed banditry will be the top of the 
concerns of the department,Ó according to Justice 
Minister  Ali Mohamed Osman Yassin. 
 
 

AFP, citing Al 
Anbaa; and Al- 
Rai Al-Aam 

 Ali Mohamed 
Osman Yassin 

 

 17 Jun John Garang expresses solidarity for SLM/A, saying, 
ÒThe (SPLA) movement feels solidarity with all those 
marginalized in Sudan and what is happening in 
Darfour [sic] is a rebellionÉ against injustice,Ó although 
he denied links between SPLA and SLM/A.  The 
SPLA rejected government proposal for nationwide 
referendum on future peace settlement. 

AFP, citing Al 
Hayat 

 John Garang  

 19 Jun Sudan Foreign M inister  Mustafa Ismail appeals to 
Darfurians to lay down arms and launch dialogue with 
government.  I smail explained that the Darfur problem 
stemmed from regionÕs need for development. I smail 
said, Òregardless of a call by Garang or any other 
person, the Darfur problem can be solved polit ically 
rather than militar ily.Ó  This marks a shift in 
government policy toward a region where it had long 
denied any political dimension to unrest. 

AFP, citing Al-
Ayam 

 Mustafa Osman 
Ismail  
 
John Garang 
 
Sayyed al-Khatim, 
GoS spokesman for 
North-South peace 
talks 

This marks a shift in 
government policy 
toward Darfur, where 
it had long denied 
any political 
dimension to unrest. 

 26 Jun In a new report, the International Cr isis Group warns 
that a peace deal between the Khartoum government 
and southern rebels will not be sustainable if conflicts 
in the marginalized areas of Darfur, Abyei, Southern 
Blue Nile and the Nuba mountains are not addressed.   
 
ÒThe clear danger is that as long as these groups 
continue to feel marginalized and their views are not 
represented in the IGAD process, the pull toward 
violence will remain compelling.Ó 
 
ÒThe grievances of the populations in these regions had 
long been viewed as matters of Ôsecondary 
importanceÕ.  There is real potential for those who feel 

IRIN Abyei 
 
Nuba Mountains 

 
 

http://www.crisisgrou
p.org/home/index.cf
m?id=1808&l=1  
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ignored by the IGAD peace process to undermine any 
deal that is between only the Khartoum government 
and the rebel SPLA.Ó 

Jun 
2003 

 Kornoy repeatedly bombed in June 2003, provoking 
the population to flee en masse to Chad.   

AI (ÒToo 
many people 
killed for no 
reasonÓ) 

Kornoy 
 
Chad 

  

7 Jul 7 Jul US President George Bush takes his first trip to 
Africa, stating that he is Òcarrying a message that 
America cares about the future of Africa.Ó   

WP  George Bush  

 7 Jul Eight killed in tribal clashes between Rizaiqat and 
Maalia tribes in Adeelah distr ict. 

AFP South Darfur  
 
Adeelah  

  

 12 Jul Governor of North Darfur , Osman Yousuf Kubur, 
says 15 GoS and 30 rebels killed when Darfur 
separatists attacked Al-Teinah gar r ison.  K ibir  said a 
group of rebels crossed the border and engaged in 
fighting with Chadian army troops, killing three.  
Chadian army captured 12 rebels who are slated to be 
extradited back to Sudan. 

AFP Tina Osman Mohamed 
Yusuf Kibir 

 

 14 Jul The SLM /A claims to have seized the garrison town of 
Al-Teinah and killed 250 GoS soldiers, also capturing 
14 military vehicles, while sustaining only one dead 
and seven wounded. (AFP) 
 
Rebels launch fresh attacks on Tinah, two days after 
30 of their fighters were killed in same area, according 
to the Sudanese Army.  SUNA reports that Òa group of 
thieves and robbersÓ attacked residents and property in 
Tinah. (AP) 

AFP; AP Tina   

 15 Jul  On Tuesday 15 July, the Sudanese army claims it is 
still fighting Òa group of highwaymen and banditsÓ in 
Al-Teinah.   

 Tina   

 16 Jul Amnesty International again criticizes GoS record in 
Darfur, noting, ÒDarfur has been the scene of attacks 
by armed groups on sedentary people and the 
government has reacted to the situation by detaining 
incommunicado community leaders and perceived 
government critics.Ó  

AFP    

 17 Jul  On Thursday, the SLM /A claims they attacked GoS AFP Kutum   
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forces nor thwest of  Kutum in ÒrevengeÓ for torching 
of 19 villages in Kutum area.  SLM/A claims it killed 
more than 300 GoS troops, while suffering only 25 
dead.  

 20 Jul SLM /A claims GoS aircraft have carried out bombing 
runs on two dozen villages killing at least 300 civilians 
and wounded 200 others in the last three days.  Mani 
Arkoi Minawi told AFP that 25 villages in nor thwest 
Darfur  have been set ablaze and bombed by 
Antonovs.  He claimed possible use of Òtoxic gas.Ó  

AFP  Mani Arkoi 
Minawi 

 

 23 Jul SLM /A agrees to a 2-3 week truce after talks with a 
government delegation in rebel stronghold of Kornoy.  
The SLM /A submitted a list of 12 demands including 
formal recognition as political party, cessation of 
government deployment of Arab tribal militiamen 
against them and cessation of their branding as 
ÒhighwaymenÓ and Òbandits.Ó The agreement was 
reached after 3 weeks of talks.   
 
The GoS delegation was composed of ethnic 
Zaghawas, including Education Minister  Ahmed 
Babikir  Nahar  and 40 others.  

AFP, citing 
Al-Sahafa 

Kornoy Ahmed Babikir 
Nahar 

 

 24 Jul  GoS breaks off peace talks with Darfur rebels. ÒThe 
rebel groups in North Darfur  pretend to prefer 
dialogue and negotiation in order to gain time for 
building their capabilitiesÓ said national secur ity chief 
Maj . Gen. Salah Abdallah. 

AFP, citing 
SUNA 

North Darfur Salah Abdallah  

 25 Jul SLM /A Secretary-General Minni Arkou M innawi 
claims the Khartoum government has been 
continuously bombing North Darfur , including the 
Adar area.  The Sudanese government states it has no 
information concerning the reports of recent f ighting. 

 Adar  Mani Arkoi 
Minawi 
 
Muhammad 
Ahmad Dirdiery, 
SudanÕs Deputy 
Ambassador  to 
Kenya 

 

 28 Jul SLM /A claims 50 civilians killed in government 
attacks on villages in Darfur.  SLM/A spokesman 
Omar  Suleiman claims GoS forces, aided by armed 
gangs, torched villages and dropped bombs from 
Antonov air craft.   Meanwhile, Omdurman Radio 

AFP Kutum  Omar Suleiman 
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reported that in fighting near Kuttum, government 
forces killed 530 rebels including their leader.  

 28 Jul  Sudan detains Russian helicopter and crew.  GoS  
accuses the Russian helicopter crew of involvement in 
a rebellion in western Sudan.  State Minister  of 
Foreign Affairs Chol Deng Alak tells Russian 
Foreign Minister  Igor  Ivanov that Òthe helicopterÕs 
landing at nine locations of unrest inside Darfur state 
has raised doubts about the helicopter.Ó  

AP  Chol Deng Alak 
 
Igor Ivanov 

 

28 Jul 
2003 

 In Meramta, a village of about 450 households, 
approximately 25 km south of Al-Jeneina, more than 
300 persons were reported to be killed, mostly shot, in 
a dawn attack by the Janjaweed and government 
soldiers. 

AI (ÒToo 
many people 
killed for no 
reasonÓ) 

Meramta 
 
El Geneina 

Janjaweed  

 29 Jul Sudan releases 13-man crew of Russian Mi-26 
helicopter after Russia appeals to UN Secretary 
General Kofi Annan to help persuade Sudan to 
release the craft and crew. Russia said the helicopter  
was headed for the Democratic Republic of Congo on a 
UN mission.  Omdurman radio reported that 
Khartoum suspected helicopter was used to evacuate 
hundreds of wounded rebels, injured in clashes with 
GoS forces. 
 
 

AFP  Kofi Annan 
 
 

 

 29 Jul Sudanese First VP Ali Osman Mohammed Taha 
says in a speech in Al-Fashir , ÒWhat is currently 
happening in Darfur is another chapter led by John 
Garang after he has been encircled and besieged by 
the peace process in the southÉ. what is going on in 
Darfur is a war by proxy. 

AP, citing 
Radio 
Omdurman)  

al-Fashir Ali Osman 
Mohammed Taha 
 
John Garang 

 

19 Jul 30 Jul Humanitarian sources in Darfur tell the UN that the 
SLM /A rebels are regularly attacking and looting 
villages, taking food and sometimes killing people.   
 
On July 19, SLM /A rebels attacked Tawila town, 60 
km from El Fasher, kill ing two policemen and two 
civilians.   

IRIN Tawila  Reports of attacks on 
civilians by SLM/A 

28 Jul 
and 1 

 Kasia village was attacked three times between the 28 
and 1 August 2003, both by Arab militia and 

AI (ÒToo 
many people 

Kasia   
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Aug 
2003 

government soldiers. killed for no 
reasonÓ) 

 1 Aug SLM /A claims to have captured Kuttum, killing 510 
GoS troops, and suffering 15 casualties.  

AFP Kutum Ibrahim Ahmed   

 5 Aug SLM /A pulls out of Kuttum, citing ÒvoluntaryÓ 
withdrawal to ÒspareÓ KuttumÕs inhabitants from 
possible government reprisals.  SLM /A spokesman 
Ibrahim Ahmed said 2,500 SLM/A fighters had 
evacuated the town, seizing two tanks and destroying 
five others as well as two helicopters.   

AFP Kutum Ibrahim Ahmed  

 6 Aug Amnesty International condemns what is calls 
Òstepping up of arbitrary arrests by the Sudanese 
authorities, particularly in Darfur, where a new internal 
armed conflict is developing.Ó  Amnesty cites 
allegations of arrests of members of Fur  and Zaghawa 
ethnic groups in the context of the fighting between 
army and rebels in the area of Kuttum and Tina in 
North Darfur . 

AFP Kutum 
 
Tina 

  

5-6 Aug 
2003 

 Pro-GoS Arab Miliitas attacks Kutum killing 
civilians in what appeared to be targeted executions. 
Many inhabitants of Kutum tried to flee to Al-Fasher, 
some were stopped mid-way in Kafut by the Sudanese 
army. 

AI (ÒToo 
many people 
killed for no 
reasonÓ) 

Kutum 
 
al-Fashir 
 
Kafut 

  

 9 Aug Chadian President Idr iss Deby scheduled to meet 
with Bashir  on Sunday (10 Aug) to discuss matters 
including the rebellion in Darfur.  

AP  Idriss Deby 
 
Omar Al-Bashir 

 

5 Aug 11 Aug SLM /A accuses pro-government militias of killing 
some 300 civilians in Kuttum.  ÒWe call on 
international organizations to investigate what 
happened in KuttumÓ SLM /A Secretary-General 
Minawi told AFP.  Minawi charged that on 5 August, 
350 pro-GoS militiamen entered Kuttum after SLM /A 
pulled out and killed some 300 civilians they accused 
of sympathizing with us.  They burnt and destroyed 
houses and shops.  He said KhartoumÕs air force 
bombed the town and neighboring villages before 
militiamen entered Kuttum.   

AFP Kutum Mani Arkoi 
Minawi 

 

 16 Aug Thousands flee fighting in Darfur.  Two weeks of 
fighting around town of Kutum has caused about 
10,000 displaced to seek refuge 90 km away in Al-

AP, citing Al-
Khartoum 

Kutum Sulaf el-Din Saleh  
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Fashir , according to Sulaf el-Din Saleh, representative 
of the governmental Humanitar ian Relief Agency, 
speaking to Al-Khartoum. 

24, 25 
Aug 

26 Aug The SLM /A accuses the GoS of killing 46 civilians and 
destroying 500 villages in North Darfur  state.  
ÒAntonov planes bombarded on Sunday and Monday 
[24 and 25 August] the city of Kornoy at the extreme 
west of North Darfur ,Ó said Mani Arkoi Minawi.  
ÒHalf of the cityÓ was destroyed,Ó according to 
Minawi who also accused Òpro-government militias of 
destroying at least 500 villages in North Darfur  in the 
past 2 weeks.Ó  

AFP Kornoy 
 
North Darfur 

Mani Arkoi 
Minawi 

 

 28 Aug GoS Humanitar ian Aid Commission Emergencies 
Director  Khalid Faraj  says that UN Wor ld Food 
Program will launch food aid program including 
airdrop, airlif t and trucking to Darfur in early 
September. 

AFP  Khalid Faraj  

 28 Aug GoS destroys aircraft thought to be delivering supplies 
to rebels. 

AP Kornoy   

29 Aug 
2003 

 Bauda, attacked on 29 August, at 10am AI (ÒToo 
many people 
killed for no 
reasonÓ) 

Bayda   

5-6 Aug 
2003 

29 Aug 
2003 

On 5 and 6 August, at least 42 civilians were reportedly 
summarily killed in or outside their homes in Kutum 
town, North Darfur , by Jenjaweed wearing 
government soldiers uniforms. According to reports by 
civilians, those shot dead were deliberately targeted 
because they were community leaders and businessmen 
of Zaghawa, Fur  and Tungur ethnicities. 

Amnesty 
International  
Press Release 
29 August 

Kutum Janjaweed http://www.mafhoum
.com/press5/158S24.
htm  

 29 Aug GoS downs aircraft delivering ammunition to rebels.  
General Mohamed Beshir  Suleiman stated the plane 
was Òsupplying the armed robbery bandits with 
provisions and ammunition.Ó  Sudan Media Centre 
quoted sources as saying the same plane was likely 
used to Òevacuate the commander of the outlaws, Mani 
Arkoi, from Deisah area after he had a deep wound in 
his leg.Ó 

AFP Azoum Daresah 
 
Kornoy 

Mohamed Beshir 
Suleiman 
 
Mani Arkoi 
Minawi 

 

30-31 
Aug 

 Soldiers and Janjaweed attack and burn Mororo, 
stealing cattle and killing sixteen people.  They return 

HRW,  
ÒDarfur 

Mororo Janjaweed http://hrw.org/reports
/2004/sudan0504/  
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2003 the following day and kill twenty-four more people. DestroyedÓ 
Aug 
2003 

 In August 2003, the village of K ishkish, in the Silaya 
area, was cordoned by the Janjawid who allegedly 
killed many of the villagers. 

AI (ÒToo 
many people 
killed for no 
reasonÓ) 

Kishkish 
 
Silaya 

Janjaweed  

30, 31 
Aug 

2 Sep Talks between GoS and SLM/A held on 30 and 31 
August in Abeche mediated by Chadian president 
Idr iss Deby.  SLM /A Secretary-General Mani Arkoi 
Minawi said, Òour leaderÓ Abdullah al-Bakr  was in 
Chad and ready to sign cease-fire accord.   The GoS 
was represented by Presidential Affairs Minister  
Tayeb Ibrahim Mohamed Khair  (formerly governor 
of Darfur and North Darfur provinces).  The SLM/A 
was also represented by Yahia Hasan Neel, a member 
of SLM /A ÒRevolution Command Council.Ó 

AFP Abeche Abdullah al-Baker 
 
Al-Tayeb Ibrahim 
Mohammed Khair 
 
Yahia Hasan Neel 
 
Idriss Deby 
 
Mani Arkoi 
Minawi 

 

1 Sep 3 Sep A press report claims that a total of 81 people have 
been killed in recent attacks by Arab militiamen on 
villages in the east Jebel Marrah distr ict in Southern 
Darfur  state.  The independent Al-Ayam quotes South 
Darfur  MP Farah Mustafa Abdullah as saying the 
attacks on Monday, 1 Sept, by armed militiamen 
named as ÒJenjaweedÓ had also caused 2,700 people 
to flee their homes.  Abdullah said a joint army-police 
force was chasing down the militiamen.  The SLM /A 
has accused Khartoum of arming Jenjaweed and other 
militias to stage attacks on non-Arab tribes in the 
Darfur provinces.   

AFP, citing Al-
Ayam 

Jebel Marrah Farah Mustafa 
Abdullah 
 
Janjaweed 

First English-
Language news 
source reporting of 
ÒJenjaweedÓ 
 

 3 Sep The SLM /A says it is ready to sign a ceasefire 
agreement with the Sudanese government.  The 
agreement would include a 45-day cessation of 
hostilities to allow talks to take place between the 
Khartoum government and the SLM/A, to be mediated 
by Chad.  Humanitarian access would be guaranteed, 
and neither side would be allowed to resupply arms.   

 Abeche   

3 Sep  4 Sep Late night on 3 Sep in Abeche, Chad, GoS and Darfur 
rebels sign a 45 day ceasefire agreement.  The ceasefire 
is designed to allow further negotiations for permanent 
settlement.  In addition to the 45-day cessation of 
hostilities, the agreement would guarantee 

AP; AFP; 
IRIN 

Abeche 
 
Chad 

Gadeen Godallah 
Daquash 
 
Ali Mohamed 
Osman Yassin 
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humanitarian access and prohibit both sides from re-
supplying arms.   Ceasefire to be monitored by tri-
partite committee of Sudanese and Chadian 
governments and Darfur  L iberation Army (SLM /A). 
 
In Khartoum, a group of lawyers presented a petition to 
Justice M inister  Ali Yassin urging him to investigate 
an air strike in Darfur which left 27 dead or wounded; 
GoS denied the strike. 
 
On Wednesday (3 Sept) 18 people were killed in a 
rebel raid on a police station in southern Darfur, 
according to Government spokesman Gadeen 
Godallah Daquash.  (AP) 
 
AFP reports that the ceasefire agreement was signed by 
Sudanese General Essamt Abdel Rahman 
Zenelabdin (commander of the western region) and 
Abdullah al-Bakar, on behalf of the SLM/A.  The 
Agreement calls for liberation of POWs and others 
arrested in the conflict. (AFP) 

 
Essamt Abdel 
Rahman 
Zenelabdin 
 
Abdullah al-Baker 
 
Omar Suleiman, 
SLM/A official at 
negotiations 

4 Sep 5 Sep Rebels in Darfur accuse GoS of continuing to attack 
their bases just 24 hours before a ceasefire was due to 
come into force.  Mani Arkoi Minaoui, said, 
Òwarplanes belonging to government forces carried out 
raids on our positions and our villages on Thursday,Ó 
(Sep 4).   

AFP  Mani Arkoi 
Minawi  

 

 6 Sep GoS frees 54 SLM /A prisoners as part of truce with 
Darfur rebels.  Secur ity adviser  to the President, Col. 
El-Tayeb Ibrahim Mohammed told reporters that the 
captives from SLM/A would be freed from several 
prisons throughout Sudan.  

AP  Al-Tayeb Ibrahim 
Mohammed Khair 

 

 6 Sep Presidential Affairs M inister  Al-Tayeb Ibrahim 
Mohammed Khair  said a 15-member committee made 
up of Khartoum officials, Chadian officials and 
SLM /A f igures (5 members from each party) would 
hold its f irst meeting in the Sudanese border town of 
Teina, in West Darfur  State to kick off negotiations 
for permanent peace and address issues of 
underdevelopment. 

AFP Tina  Al-Tayeb Ibrahim 
Mohammed Khair 
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 8 Sep SLM /A accuses GoS troops of violating 2-day old 
ceasefire by f iring mortars at a rebel base, a day after 
killing two rebels in an air strike in Kutum. (AFP) 
 
The SLM /A accuses the Sudanese government of 
breaking a ceasefire agreement signed September 3, 
claiming the government attacked three of its camps 
outside Kutum in North Darfur .  Two helicopter 
gunships and government militias attacked the camps, 
killing two SLM /A members and injuring four.  
SLM /A Secretary-General Minni Arkou M innawi 
said that he did not know how many civilians were 
affected.  (IRIN) 

AFP; IRIN Kutum  Mani Arkoi 
Minawi 

 

 10 Sep GoS admits it killed 26 civilians in an air-strike last 
month after mistaking civilians for rebels.  Governor  
of West Darfur  state,. Suleiman Abdallah told Al-
Ayam that Defense Minister  Bakr i Hassan Salih set 
up a committee to investigate incident in the Habeela 
area.  Abdallah said GoS would pay blood money to 
compensate for losses.   

AFP, citing Al-
Ayam 

Habeela  Sulieman Abdullah 
Adam 
 
Bakri Hassan Saleh 

 

 13 Sep UN envoy meets GoS officials for Darfur aid talks.  
UN Secretary-GeneralÕs envoy for  humanitar ian 
affairs Tom Vraalsen met with GoS International 
Cooperation Mininister  Yousuf Suleiman Tekenah 
to discuss development projects in 3 states of Darfur.  
Tekenah blamed Darfur conflict on collapse of 
development projects in the region.   

AFP , citing 
SUNA 

 Tom Eric Vraalsen 
 
Yousuf Suleiman 
Tekenah 
  
Ibrahim Mahmoud 
Hamid 

 

12, 13 
Sep 

14 , 15 
Sep 

SLM /A accuses pro-government militia of violating 
truce.  SLM/A Secretary-General Mani M inawi 
accused GoS of Òsystematically and daily violat[ ing] 
the truceÓ since it took effect 6 Sept.   75 civilians were 
allegedly killed when GoS-allied militiamen attacked 
Khashaba, north of Kuttum province on Friday (12 
Sept);  16 shepherds were killed Saturday (13 Sept) in 
the area of Abu Leiha.    SLM /A accused GoS 
helicopters of raiding SLM /A positions on 8 Sep.  
(AFP 14 Sep). (This account also confirmed by IRIN 
on 15 Sep). 
 
The Sudanese government denies the allegations, 

AFP, IRIN  Khashaba 
 
Kutum 
 
Abu Leiha  

Mani Arkoi 
Minawi 
 
Abdulla el-Sadig, 
Information 
Advisor, Sudanese 
embassy in London 
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saying Òthe ceasefire signed in the Darfur area is still 
holding.Ó  (IRIN) 

 15 Sep Last week, a UN inter-agency assessment mission in 
Chad witnessed the arrival of over 80 new refugees in 
the border town of Agan, about 180 km from Abeche.  
The refugees told the team they had f led government 
forces bombing their villages.  
 
Refugees f leeing from Darfur are currently scattered in 
about 20 sites along ChadÕs eastern border with Sudan.   

IRIN Agam   

15 Sep 16 Sep SLM /A returns 135 government POWs to GoS on 15 
Sept.  Rebels have repeatedly accused the GoS of 
violating the truce.  Jebr iel Abdallah, a North Darfur  
State official acknowledged that 102 people had been 
killed in the Sayalah region of North Darfur since the 
accord was signed but did not identify who was 
responsible for the deaths.  Abdallah says the f ighting 
has cost 3,000 lives. 
 
On 15 Sept the UN announced the launch of a 23 
million dollar humanitarian aid initiative to promote 
peace in the semi-desert region near the Chad border.  
UN estimates for displaced stand at 400,000 

AFP Sayalah  
 
Chad  

Jebriel Abdallah 
 

400,000 displaced 
according to UN 
estimates. 
 
GoS acknowledges 
3,000 killed so far 

 17 Sep The UN Office for  Coordination of Humanitar ian 
Affairs (UNOCHA) says that the GoS and rebels have 
agreed to allow Òfree and unimpededÓ humanitarian 
access to the western Darfur region.   A UN statement 
claims that the humanitarian situation deteriorated over 
last 6 months due to Òfighting and banditryÓ Ð UN 
agencies hope to gain access to all the 500,000 people 
who had been receiving aid before the access 
constraints began in March.   

AFP    

 17 Sep The UN launches an appeal for $22.8 million to assist 
the three states in Darfur through a fast-track program 
focusing on the creation of livelihoods and provision of 
services. 

IRIN    

 21 Sep GoS plans to provide several thousand tons of domestic 
and international emergency food aid to Darfur.  
Humanitar ian Affairs Minister  Ibrahim Mahmud 
Hamid said the GoS would deliver 15,000 tons of 

AFP, citing Al 
Ayam 

 Ibrahim Mahmoud 
Hamid 
 
Tom Vraalsen 

 



DARFUR CHRONOLOGY: 2003 Events   Coali t i on  for Int ernat ional Jus ti c e  

29 

emergency food aid to assist 110,000 people with 
4,000 tons to be provided by domestic stock, 5,000 
tons from the EU and 6,000 from the UN and USAID.  
Hamid also said another part of the project involved 
rehabilitation of services in the area of water, health 
care, sanitation, shelter and education.  Landmines 
would also be removed and weapons collected from 
civilians.  
 
GoS seeks to convene general conference to develop 
the region taking into account stateÕs development 
policy and UN Special Init iative for  Greater  Darfur . 

  

22 Sep  23 Sep SLM /A accuses militiamen allied to GoS of burning 
villages and driving out people from their homes on 22 
Sept in and around Jabal Mar rah, Wadi Salah and 
Kuttum.  SLM/A President Abdel Wahed 
Mohammed Ahmed Nur  told AFP that inhabitants 
had been fleeing militiamen to areas under rebel 
control.   

AFP Jabal Marrah 
 
Wadi Salah 
 
Kutum 

Abdel Wahed 
Mohammed 
Ahmed al-Nur 

 

 25 Sep Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) reports that close to 
15,000 Sudanese refugees are camped in and around 
the Chadian town of Birak, up to 6,000 camped in 
Tine, and tens of thousands of others are scattered 
along the 400 km Chad-Sudan border .  MSF has 
received reports of militia groups in Darfur raping and 
kidnapping women, burning down villages and stealing 
cattle. 

IRIN Birak, 
 
Tine 
 
Chad 
 

 First reports of rape 
in news dispatches 

 26 Sep The Sudanese government and the Southern SPLA 
rebels sign an accord in Kenya.  Khartoum agrees to 
withdraw most of its troops from the rebel-held south 
of the country and begin integrating its soldiers with 
rebel soldiers in a unified army. 

NYT Kenya   

 29 Sep UN appeals to donors to back North-South peace 
process in Sudan.  On the Darfur front, money is 
earmarked for Darfur under the UN ÒQuick Star t 
Peace Impact ProgrammeÓ that includes aid to 
Darfur, according to Mukesh Kapila, UN 
Humanitar ian Coordinator  for  Sudan. 

AFP  Mukesh Kapila UN ÒQuick Start 
Peace Impact 
ProgrammeÓ 

28 Sep 30 Sep Medicins Sans Frontieres says an estimated 2,000 
militia from Darfur launched an attack in Chad against 

 Koulbous  
 

  



DARFUR CHRONOLOGY: 2003 Events   Coali t i on  for Int ernat ional Jus ti c e  

30 

nomads in Koulbous, stealing 800 camels and taking 
them across the border.   

Birak 

 3 Oct UNHCR launches an appeal to raise $16.6 million to 
help more than 65,000 Sudanese refugees living 
eastern Chad.  Refugees began arriving en mass to 
Chad in August f leeing f ighting in Darfur.  UNCHR 
had closed its office in NÕDjamena in 2001 because of 
funding problems, but now plans to reopen them.  
Refugees are spread across more than a dozen sites 
along ChadÕs border with Sudan. 

AP Chad 
 
NÕDjamena 

Millicent Mutuli, 
spokeswoman for 
UNHCR 

 

 3 Oct The UN estimates that at least 300,000 people have 
been displaced by the conflict in Darfur since August 
as a result of killings and looting and burning of 
villages.  This f igure is in addition to 200,000 people in 
South Darfur  the UN estimates have been displaced 
by drought and conflict before the militia attacks 
escalated in March.   
 
In an assessment conducted in late September in South 
Darfur , the UN found that of 62 villages, 46 had been 
Òcompletely burned to ashesÓ while the rest had been 
looted. 
 
In North Darfur , 20% of villages have been burned 
and looted, resulting in 150,000 displaced people, 
according to the UN. 
 
The UN estimates that in West Darfur  about 75,000 
people have been displaced. 
 
The UN reports that while violence was slowing in 
North Darfur , militia attacks continued in West and 
South Darfur . 

IRIN West Darfur  
 
South Darfur 
 
North Darfur 

 UN estimates 
500,000 displaced  

 5 Oct Tribal clashes in Darfur kill 15.  Kababeesh (nomadic 
cattle herders) and Berti (sedentary tr ibesmen) 
clashed when an armed group of Kababeesh attacked 
the dwellings of the Berti tr ibe, according to Local 
MP Tigani Seraj .  Seraj  said government has 
dispatched reinforcements to the area to track attackers.  

AP  Tigani Seraj  

4 Oct  6 Oct On 4 Oct, some 1,000 armed men aboard four-wheel AFP, citing Al Koulbous Beshir Ibrahim  
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drive vehicles killed or wounded dozens of people in 3-
pronged assault on Kulbus in Western Darfur  State.  
The GoS sent in troops to restore calm, according to 
MP Beshir  Ibrahim Yahia.  Yahia said the attackers 
were an anonymous group; but Al Ayam quoted 
German-based vice chairman of the JEM Mussa 
Hassan Jeru as saying that his group launched the 
attack in retaliation for attacks by Janjaweed.    
 
Humanitar ian Affairs Mininister  I brahim Mahmud 
Hamid announced that the UN has agreed to finance 
program to collect weapons from rebels under ceasefire 
deal.   Under the truce, parties agreed to control 
irregular armed groups.    
 
Hamid described as ÒsatisfactoryÓ the food situation in 
Darfur noting the availability of 980 tons of US 
government food and 15,000 tons from EU and 2,000 
from GoS.  

Ayam Yahia 
 
Mussa Hassan Jeru 
 
Janjaweed 
 
Ibrahim Mahmoud 
Hamid 
 
Tom Vraalsen 

 8 Oct UN OCHA appealed for urgent donations to provide 
water, food, shelter and other relief for 500,000 fleeing 
violence in Darfur, one week after UNHCR appealed 
for $16.6 million for 70,000 refugees.   
 
UN OCHA stated Òthe number people in Darfur region 
displaced because of recent conflict is estimated at 
300,000Ó and an additional 200,000 internally 
displaced in the course of the past 15 years, and that 
Òmilitias continue to destroy livelihoods and cause 
displacement into Nyala town in southern Darfur.Ó  

AFP Nyala  Greater Darfur 
Special Initiative 
announced 15 Sept.  
 
300,000 displaced, 
200,000 internally 
displaced 
 

 8 Oct MSF appeals for aid, protection of refugees in Chad.  
MSF notes that despite a September ceasefire, 
Òbombing and burning of villages in western Sudan has 
continued.Ó 

AFP Chad 
 

  

 8 Oct GoS sentences 14 to death by hanging for burning 
villages and killing two people in Darfur. A special 
tr ibunal in Al Fashir  found 14 Arab assailants guilty 
of arson and killing two Fur tribe members.  One 
woman was also found guilty Ð a tribal singer 
convicted of inciting the attackers, who were dressed in 

AFP, citing Al 
Rai Al Aam 

al-Fashir Mariam Azraq 
Haroun, tribal 
singer 
 
 

Another example of 
GoS punishing Arab 
militias rather harshly 
for attacks on Fur and 
other non-Arab 
tribes. 
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military uniforms. 
 8 Oct Medicins Sans Frontieres expresses concern about the 

lack of assistance and protection for Sudanese refugees 
in eastern Chad, stating that they Òare in dire need of 
assistance and protection against violenceÓ as they are 
receiving practically no assistance.  UNHCR estimates 
that about 75,000 refugees from Darfur are scattered on 
the Chadian side of the border .   UNHCR has 
launched an appeal for $6.2 million for emergency 
assistance for the refugees. 

IRIN Chad  Estimates of 75,000 
Darfur refugees in 
Chad 

9 Oct 
2003 

 Soldiers and Janjaweed attack twelve villages in the 
Murnei area Ð Dingo, Koroma, Warai, Hydra, 
Andru, Zabuni, Taranka, Surtunu, Nar j iba, 
Dureysa, Langa and Fojo - killing eighty-two people 
including women, children, and worshippers in a 
mosque, according to reports collected by local leaders. 

HRW, ÒDarfur 
DestroyedÓ 

Andru 
 
Dingo 
 
Dureysa  
 
Fojo  
 
Hydra 
 
Koroma 
 
Langa  
 
Murnei 
 
Narjiba 
  
Surtunu 
 
Taranka 
 
Warai 
 
Zabuni 

Janjaweed http://hrw.org/reports
/2004/sudan0504/  

13 Oct  Sudan accedes to the Genocide Convention with the 
United Nations, on 13 October 2003   The convention 
actually enters into force for Sudan on 11 January 
2004.   

   Sudan signs on to 
Genocide Convention 
 
http://www.unhchr.ch
/html/menu3/b/p_gen
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oci.htm  
 14 Oct Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir  frees his former 

ally-turned rival and Sudanese opposit ion leader  
Hasan al-Turabi after two years of house arrest.  
President al-Bashir  said the release was to Òprepare 
for the coming peace era.Ó   

NYT  Omar Al-Bashir 
 
Hasan al-Turabi 

 

 17 Oct The SLM /A says it is keen to extend a ceasefire 
agreement with the Sudanese government, due to 
expire soon in order to meet the humanitarian needs of 
people in Darfur.   

IRIN   45-day ceasefire took 
effect 6 Sept + 45 
days = 20 October 

16 Oct 17 Oct SLM /A spokesman Ahmed Abd al-Shafi says Arab 
militias attacked three villages in south Jebel Mara on 
16 October burning them to the ground and killing 30 
people.  ÒNo one can control them [the militias],Ó says 
al-Shafi.   

IRIN Jebel Marrah Ahmad Abd al-
Shafi 

 

17, 18 
Oct 

19 Oct SLM /A accuses GoS of violating ceasefire on at least 
47 occasions in 45 days since signing and questions 
whether the accord will be renewed.   SLM /A 
Secretary-General Mani Arkoi M inawi states over 
200 deaths have been caused by these violations.  On 
Oct. 17 and 18, helicopters bombarded targets of the 
SLM /A, according to Minawi.  The SLM/A claims 
none of its 71 POWs have been released by the GoS, 
whereas the SLM /A has released 79 GoS POWs.  GoS 
Minister  for  Presidential Affairs Al-Tayeb Ibrahim 
Mohammed Khair  said 54 SLM /A members were 
released in early September, and the Al-Sahafa daily 
had previously reported that the SLM/A had handed 
over 135 GoS POWs. 
 
Chadian Minister  of Public Secur ity and 
Immigration Abderahmane Mussa told AFP that 
negotiations aimed at reaching a comprehensive peace 
were to begin in Khartoum soon.  Mussa said in 
general the ceasefire Òhas been respected.Ó 
 
Minawi invitee US and UK  and European embassy 
officials to observe negotiations.  

AFP  Abderahmane 
Mussa 
 
Al-Tayeb Ibrahim 
Mohammed Khair 
 
Mani Arkoi 
Minawi  
 

 

18 Oct  20 Oct 100 killed in Darfur, according to Al Ayam.  M P 
Khalid Bilal, from Daresah said that on 18 Oct, 

AFP, citing Al 
Ayam 

Azoum Daresah Khalid Bilal  
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Janjaweed militiamen staged attacks on 15 villages, 
burning them down and displacing 15,000.  Bilal said a 
delegation of West Darfur parliamentarians would go 
to the area to conduct fact-f inding assessment.  

Janjaweed 

 20 Oct The French Government donates $240,000 to ICRC 
for procurement of clothing, blankets, soap, plastic 
sheeting and also committed itself to supporting 
development in Darfur French Ambassador 
Dominique Reneaux last week toured Darfur to 
inspect conditions of displaced. 

AFP  Dominique 
Reneaux 

 

 22 Oct  65 Darfur  MPs walk out of Par liament to protest GoS 
failure to restore order in Darfur.  The walkout was 
preceded by a heated debate about Darfur situation 
between deputies and the Deputy Speaker , Abdallah 
al-Hardallu, according to the leader of the walkout, 
MP Ahmed Haroun. 
 
Haroun announced the group was protesting 
Òinstability, insecurity, acts of kill ing, devastation, 
displacement and panic that hit our region and the 
governmentÕs abandonment of its duty to maintain 
order.Ó   He added Òcontinuing displacement and 
crushing famine is not being adequately highlighted in 
the state media.Ó  

AFP  Abdallah al-
Hardallu 
 
Ahmed Haroun 

 

 22 Oct US Secretary of State Colin Powell travels to Kenya 
to provide support for talks to end the long-running 
civil war in Sudan.  ÒNow that weÕve come this far, 
letÕs f inish it, letÕs kick it in, letÕs throw it into high 
gear.  LetÕs not miss this opportunity,Ó 
 
Secretary Powell suggests the possibility that the US 
would renew diplomatic ties and lif t sanctions if  Sudan 
reached a peace accord and acted further against 
terrorism.   

NYT  Colin Powell  

 23 Oct SLM /A voices opposition to North-South Peace deal 
unless comprehensive settlement includes western 
Sudan.  SLM/A Secretary-General Mani Arkoi 
Minawi claims that a peace accord between GoS and 
SPLA will allow the government to regroup and 
suppress Darfur and the SLM/A.   If a peace deal is 

AFP  Mani Arkoi 
Minawi 
 
 

Darfur rebels threaten 
North-South peace 
deal 
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signed, Minawi warned, Òwe will represent an obstacle 
to the achievement of such a peace.Ó 

 23 Oct The two warring parties in the North-South conflict 
agree to conclude negotiations no later than the end of 
December.  However, afterwards, a Sudanese 
Presidential Peace Advisor , Ghazi Salaheddine, 
said, ÒIt is impossible for anyone to dictate a date on 
the two parties that are negotiating.Ó 

WP  Ghazi Salaheddine  

 23 Oct The UN estimates that the conflict in Darfur has 
displaced over half a million people since March, in 
addition to 70,000 who have fled across the border to 
Chad.  The latest UN estimates for this year document 
at least 300,000 IDPs in North Darfur , 126,000 in 
West Darfur , and 76,000 in South Darfur  (200,000 
displaced in South Darfur  between 1998 and 2001).   

IRIN Chad  UN estimates 
500,000 displaced in 
Darfur and 70,000 
fled to Chad 

 23 Oct Claiming that the Sudanese government has continued 
to attack civilians in Darfur during the last ceasefire, 
SLM /A spokesman Ahmad Abd al-Shafi responds, 
ÒThere is no chance of another ceasefire.  I donÕt think 
so.  The government insists on fighting.Ó 

IRIN  Ahmad Abd al-
Shafi 

 

 24 Oct Darfur MPs continue to boycott the National 
Assembly demanding that Khartoum guarantees 
restoration of security and relief for displaced.   M P 
Khalid Bilal said a guarantee could only come from 
President Omar al-Bashir , whom the MPÕs are 
scheduled to meet with on Saturday, 25 Oct.    Bilal 
demanded weapons be rounded up from non-official 
forces and rebel militias, as well as relief aid delivered 
and development of social programs. 
 
Bilal claims that in his own Azoum Daresah, about 
100 people were killed, 25,000 forced to f lee when 
4,000 armed men torched 28 villages last week.  

AFP Azoum Daresah Khalid Bilal 
 
Omar al-Bashir 

 

25 Oct  26 Oct MPs end boycott after President Omar  al-Bashir  
vows to rein in pro-government militias.  MP Khalid 
Bilal, who heads the West Darfur  State 
par liamentary group said, ÒPresident Bashir  has 
pledged to put an end to the unlawful activities of the 
Janjaweed and other militias whom he considers as 
outlaws, and to the armed banditry in our region.Ó   

AFP  Al-Tayeb Ibrahim 
Mohammed Khair 
  
Salah Abdallah 
 
Omar al-Bashir 
 

 



DARFUR CHRONOLOGY: 2003 Events   Coali t i on  for Int ernat ional Jus ti c e  

36 

Bilal said he was satisf ied with the presidential 
pledges.   
 
Others in attendance of a 25 Oct meeting on the subject 
included President Secur ity Adviser  Maj . Gen. Al-
Tayeb Ibrahim Mohamed Khair  and national 
secur ity chief Maj . Gen. Salah Abdallah.  Bilal 
claims that the militias, Òoriginally formed and armed 
by the government to help fight the rebels, are guilty of 
robbery, looting and killingÓ and are out of control.  

Khalid Bilal 

 27 Oct Nine Sudanese relief workers for USAID are 
reportedly killed while transferring aid to displaced 
Sudanese in camps.  Andrew Natsios, Administrator  
for  USAID urges GoS to guarantee safety of USAID 
workers traveling to Darfur.  
 
Earlier, Sualif  el-Deen Salih, head of GoS 
Humanitar ian Aid Agency acknowledged for the first 
time the seriousness of situation in Darfur. 

AP  Andrew Natsios  
 
Sualif el-Deen 
Salih  

 

 27/28 
Oct 

USAID spokesperson Ellen Yount clarif ies that  
Ònone of the workers killed were [USAID] relief 
workersÓ Ð those killed were private commercial 
transporters.  The attack was on a WFP convoy  (two 
weeks ago).   
 
USAID Administrator  Andrew Natsios says, ÒWe 
are concerned about the f ighting in Darfur and despite 
a ceasefire which is not in force in some areas, more 
people are killed and around 600,000, according to UN 
agencies are internally displaced.Ó Natsios plans two-
day trip to Darfur, followed by trip to Kenya to discuss 
post-peace plans between GoS and SPLA.  Natsios 
said that in FY 2003, USAID spent $160 million 
dollars on aid to Sudan and had earmarked $200 
million for FY2004.   

AFP  Andrew Natsios  
 
Ellen Yount  
 
 

Natsios gives IDP 
figure for Darfur as 
600,000 

 29 Oct USAID Administrator  Andrew Natsios visits Darfur 
for two-day tour and pledges to increase humanitarian 
aid for thousands of displaced.   Natsios consents to 
financing resettlement programs for estimated 500,000 
displaced persons.  USAID offered 16,000 tons of 

AFP, citing Al-
Anbaa 

 Ali Osman 
Mohammed Taha  
 
Andrew Natsios 
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food.  USAID humanitarian aid makes up 80% of total 
aid sent to Darfur, according to state-owned Al-Anbaa 
newspaper, cited by the AFP.   
 
First Vice President Ali Osman Taha tells Natsios 
ÒPeace has become an irreversible strategic option and 
there will be no return to war.Ó  

 

 29 Oct SLM /A resumes peace discussions with GoS in 
Abeche, Chad on 28 Oct.  Two weeks ago clashes 
between SLM /A and GoS were reported in Kulbus. 

AFP Abeche 
 
Koulbous 

  

 30 Oct Peace talks between SLM /A and GoS become 
deadlocked.  The talks, held in Abeche, Chad stalled 
as GoS and SLM /A accuse each other of demanding 
unacceptable conditions for talks to continue.  GoS 
rules out deployment of international monitors in 
Darfur, a rebel demand.  GoS Foreign M inister  
Mustafa Ismail said Òsending international monitors to 
Darfur is ruled out because this will be an 
internationalization of the problem.Ó  SLM/A 
Secretary-General Mani Minawi said GoS imposed a 
ÒdiktatÓ on them, allegedly demanding SLM /A sign a 
paper before resuming direct talks.   The paper 
purportedly would grant a general amnesty for SLM/A 
and provides for SLM/A members to be absorbed into 
GoS armed forces.   M inawi demanded international 
monitors to attend the talks and accused the Chadians 
of lacking good faith in their shuttle diplomacy 
mediation.     

AFP, citing Al-
Anbaa 

Abeche Mustafa Osman 
Ismail  
 
Mani Arkoi 
Minawi 
 
Abdullah Abdul 
Karim  
 
Abdullah 
Hasaballah Domee,  
SLM/A delegation 
leader 

 

22 Oct 30 Oct  USAID Administrator  Andrew Natsios claims 7,000 
casualties in Darfur since February, 600,000 displaced 
and 300 villages burned. 
 
 

AP  Andrew Natsios 
 
 

7,000 casualties in 
Darfur cited by 
USAID. 

 31 Oct, 
5 Nov 

Peace talks in Abeche between the Sudanese 
government and the SLM/A break down.  The SLM/A 
blames the collapse on the governmentÕs failure to 
accept the presence of international observers at the 
negotiating table.  Although Chadian authorities have 
been present during the talks, the SLM /A views them 
as Òfriends of the governmentÓ and calls for neutral 

IRIN Abeche Muhammad 
Ahmad Dirdiery 
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international observers.  The Sudanese government 
says there is no need to involve other countries, as 
Chad was mediating the talks: ÒOur position is that we 
donÕt need to internationalize the issue.Ó 

 1 Nov The SLM /A accuses GoS of launching air-strikes 
against their positions in Northern Darfur , according 
to SLM /AÕs chief negotiator , Abdullah Hasaballah 
Domee.  Domee claimed GoS Antonovs targeted 
Òcivilian zonesÓ and this action meant a Òresumption of 
the war.Ó  Domee said he would ask Chadian 
mediators to Òget an explanationÓ on the bombing.   

AFP North 
Darfur 

Abdullah 
Hasaballah Domee  

 

 2 Nov Khartoum denies dropping bombs on rebel held areas 
but instead argues that the targeted areas were not 
included in a ceasefire agreement.  GoS military 
spokesman General Mohamed Beshir  Suleiman said 
the bombing was the result of Òsuspicious movements 
by armed groups belonging to the Justice and 
Equality Movement (JEM) in the Orshu area in 
North Darfur .Ó  Suleiman said the area was Ònot 
coveredÓ by the ceasefire agreement and that GoS 
forces Òstood up to a hostile act by the Justice and 
Equality organization which has not signed the 
ceasefire.Ó   Al-Rai Al-Aam reported that SLM /A was 
suspending their participation in peace talks in protest. 

AFP citing 
Akhbar Al-
Youm 

Orshu  Mohamed Beshir 
Suleiman 
 
Osman Bushra, 
SLM/A delegate  
Justice and 
Equality 
Movement (JEM) 

 

4 Nov 5 Nov SLM /A and GoS extend ceasefire.  In a joint 
communiquŽ, the SLM /A and GoS said it would 
extend the September 3rd ceasefire another 30 days to 
allow SLM /A to prepare annexes to a projected overall 
peace pact.  Chadian President Idr iss Deby chaired 
the 4 November discussions that resulted in the 
extension.  The ceasefire statement provided for 
freedom of movement of people through the region and 
for granting relief organizations access to people on 
both sides.  

AFP; AP; 
IRIN 

 Idriss Deby   

3 Nov 5 Nov The SLM /A reports that militias burned eight villages 
in the Jebel Marra area, kill ing over 20 people.  Last 
week, government forces bombed areas around Kulbus 
and Karnoi in West Darfur  and the Jebel Marra 
area, killing over 30 people. 
 

IRIN Jebel Marrah 
 
Koulbous  
 
Karnoi  
 

Mohamed Beshir 
Suleiman 
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A military spokesman, General Muhammad Bashir  
Suleiman, admitted that some aerial attacks had taken 
place over the weekend in North Darfur , but that they 
were targeting a different rebel group, the smaller 
Justice and Equality Movement.   

North Darfur 

 8 Nov Armed Arab militias sacked and burned villages in 
West Darfur  state in clashes with police.  Zalinje 
distr ict commissioner Nihaidh Saleh said numerous 
armed Janjaweed militiamen from North Darfur  
invaded and burned down six villages.  The militiamen 
imposed taxes on people in markets and commercial 
trucks.  They attacked a police station and two men 
were killed.  
 
Another recent report claims that 17 persons were 
killed by Janjaweed near Kas, nor thwest of Nyala.  
Militas burned down 69 villages, displacing 12,000, 
according to Kas MP Ahmed Abdel rahmen Abu 
Lu-Lu. 
 
South Darfur  Governor General Adam Hamid 
Mussa denied the report.  

AFP, citing 
Akhbar Al  
Youm and Al-
Ayam;  

Kas  
 
Zalingie 
 
West Darfur 

Ahmed Abdel 
Rahmen Abu Lu-
Lu  
 
Nihaidh Saleh 
 
Adam  
Hamid Mussa 

 

 9 Nov Zilinij e district commissioner urges Khartoum to 
intervene to rein in Janjaweed.  Commissioner  
Mohamed Nihaidh Saleh said events had grown out 
of control and beyond capabilities of local and state 
resources.  The commissioner alleged the Janjaweed 
were armed by the GoS to fight the SLM /A.  32 
villages burned and 88 killed; 32,000 feddans of 
farmland burned. 
 
Meanwhile, a local tribal chieftain was abducted by 
gunmen at Kukul marketplace nor th of Al-Fashir  
and North Darfur  Gov. Osman Yousuf K ibir  
accused the SLM/A. 

AFP Zalingie 
 
Kukul  

Nihaidh Saleh 
 
Osman Mohamed 
Yusuf Kibir 

 

 9 Nov US officials complain that they have been barred from 
entering South Darfur to assess humanitarian situation.  
The Charge dÕaffaires and other embassy personnel and 
USAID officials were granted permission by Sudan 
Foreign Ministry but barred by Humanitar ian Aid 

AFP South Darfur   
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Commission (HAC) a GoS agency.  
 10 Nov UN alleges Khartoum bureaucracy impeding adequate 

humanitarian relief response.  Ben Parker , spokesman 
for  UN Humanitar ian Coordinator  in Sudan 
(Mukesh Kapila) said Òsome aid operations havenÕt 
been able to start.Ó  Permit applications (promised on 
24 hour turnaround) have been delayed according to 
Parker.  ÒIn the case of Darfur we remain concerned 
because procedures as currently followed remain a 
hindrance.Ó  Parker  warned Darfur Òmay emerge as 
the worst humanitarian crisis in Sudan since 1998.Ó  

AFP  Ben Parker  

 10 Nov GoS denies it banned US officials from entering South 
Darfur .  Humanitar ian Aid Commissioner  Hassabu 
Mohamed Abdel Rahman said US officials failed to 
fil l in special form for foreigners.  

AFP  Hassabu Mohamed 
Abdel Rahman 

 

 11 Nov Unidentified gunmen kill 15 in four separate attacks, 
the private ÒSudanileÓ website reports, quoting M P 
Bashir  Ibrahim Yahyah.  No dates were given.  The 
GoS claims that it has stopped supporting Janjaweed 
militias but that they had run out of control.   

AFP, citing 
ÒSudanileÓ 
website 

 Bashir Ibrahim 
Yahyah 

 

 12 Nov The Nether lands pledges 3.5 million Euros to aid 
post-war Sudan.  Dutch International Development 
Cooperation Minister  Agnes van Ardenne said The 
Nether lands also offered 1.2 million euros in 
humanitarian assistance to Darfur.   
 
Meanwhile, the UK has pledged $1.6 million and 
Norway $400,000 towards the UN goal of $23 million.   

AFP  Agnes van 
Ardenne 
 
 

 

 12 Nov UN High Commissioner for  Refugees Ruud 
Lubbers claims up to 70,000 Sudanese have left 
Darfur for Chad.  He said hundreds of thousands 
suffering might remain inside Sudan.   

AP  Ruud Lubbers  

 14 Nov International relief agencies sounding alarm over food 
crisis in Darfur.  UN Coordinator  for  Humanitar ian 
Affairs Mukesh KapilaÕs office estimates 400,000-
500,000 internally displaced, 70,000 fled into Chad 
amidst a growing number of displacements resulting 
from militias burning villages and farmland. 
 
Medair , Swiss NGO, appeals for other NGOÕs to 

AFP El Geneina 
 
West Darfur 

Ben Parker 
 
Mukesh Kapila  
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assist in West Darfur  state as current relief agencies 
on the ground (M edair , Save the Children; ICRC, 
UNICEF, WFP) stretched thin. M edair  tending to 
60,000 in el Geneina.   

 14 Nov UN High Commissioner for  Refugees Ruud 
Lubbers, who visited Sudan this week, expresses 
concern over the deteriorating situation in Darfur.  He 
urges authorities to grant full access to humanitarian 
organizations.   

IRIN  Ruud Lubbers  

 14 Nov SLM /A political director  Abdulaziz Yahya says that 
the Janjaweed have attacked 49 villages in northern 
and western Darfur over the past two weeks.   

IRIN  Abdulaziz Yahya  

 17 Nov GoS Humanitar ian Aid Commissioner (HAC) Sulaf 
Eddin Salih accuses SLM /A of murdering two aid 
HAC workers during an attack on a GoS relief convoy.  
HAC appealed to international community to stop 
support Ð political, material or moral to rebels. 

AFP North Darfur  Sulaf el-Din Saleh  

 18 Nov 4 Medair  relief workers reported missing (they 
disappeared on Nov. 11) Later reports say JEM  was 
holding them. (See 20 Nov. AFP article)  

AFP; AP Koulbus 
 
Silaya 

Erik Volkmar, 
Medair director 

 

 19 Nov Government of Chad protests attacks by Sudanese 
militia on Chadian civilians.  Radio Chad reports 
Haroun Saleh, Governor of Ouaddai prefecture 
complained to the Sudanese consul general Khalid 
Abbas Hamid about cross border attacks by the 
ÒSudanese PeopleÕs Army.Ó 

AP, citing 
Radio Chad 

Ouaddai  Haroun Saleh 
 
Khalid Abbas 
Hamid 

 

 21 Nov At least 10 civilians killed during a bombing raid on 
SLM /A positions and villages in Cornei region (130 
Km north of al-Fasher), according to SLM/A official 
Abdallah Hassaballah. 

AFP Cornei  Abdallah 
Hassaballah 

 

21 Nov  23 Nov Government newspaper accuses SLM /A of killing 
policemen in Darfur.  SLM /A rebels allegedly 
launched attack on 21 Nov in M er inshik in South 
Darfur .  SLM /A accused of kidnapping 5 policemen 
and holding them at SLM/A K idnair  camp in Jebel 
Marrah.  

AFP, citing Al-
Anbaa daily.  

Merinshik  
 
Kidnair Camp  
 
Jebel Marrah 

  

 23 Nov Four Sudanese M edair  relief workers freed in Chad.  AFP Chad   
 23 Nov GoS Fir st Vice President Ali Osman Mohamed 

Taha warns opposition Popular  Congress that their 
actions have been negative in respect to fanning 

AP; AFP Zalingie  Ali Osman 
Mohammed Taha 
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sedition in Darfur.  (AP)   
AFP reports Taha as saying that Òever since the 
release of its leader (Turabi) the Popular  Congress 
has never ceased fanning sedition in Darfur.Ó  AFP 
also reports that Taha charged Popular  Congress 
Party members with infiltrating the SLM/A delegation 
to the Chad peace negotiations to block progress.  
 
Meanwhile, State M inister  for  Humanitar ian Affair s 
Mohamed Yusuf Abdallah said 120 villages were 
recently burned in DarfurÕs Zalingi area, about 150 
km from Chad border.  Mohamed Yusuf Abdallah said 
over 55,000 people were affected.  (AFP) 
 
 

Mohamed Yousuf 
Abdallah 
 
Mohammed Al-
Amin Khalifa 

 26 Nov Khalil Ibrahim, exiled chairman of the Justice and 
Equality Movement (JEM), a Darfur rebel group, 
says that marginalized groups in Sudan, including rebel 
groups fighting in Darfur, will not accept a bilateral 
peace agreement between the government and the 
SPLA, because the SPLA only represents Southern 
Sudan and such an agreement could never be 
comprehensive.  Ibrahim said fighting would f lare up 
in eastern Sudan and Kordofan, as rebel groups who 
felt their causes were not being represented would 
emerge: ÒAfter a peace agreement between the SPLM 
and the government there will be heavy fighting.  It 
will be a period of dictatorship sponsored by the 
international community.Ó  Ibrahim said the JEM had 
already established some contact with other groups 
such as the Beja in eastern Sudan, as was moving in 
the direction of a coordinated military response.   

IRIN South Sudan 
 
Kordofan 

Mohammed Khalil 
Ibrahim  
 

 

 27 Nov Amnesty International blames Khartoum for human 
rights and humanitarian crises in Darfur.  Amnesty 
claimed it had evidence (including refugee testimony) 
that the GoS was mainly to blame for the violence in 
Darfur.  Refugees claim militias armed with 
Kalashnikovs, bazookas and dressed in green army 
uniforms raided villages, burnt houses and killed cattle.   
There were also allegations of abduction and rape by 

AFP; IRIN   http://web.amnesty.or
g/library/Index/ENG
AFR541012003  
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the Arab militias, charges that the GoS planes bombed 
villages and that military security officials tortured 
detainees.  Amnesty warned the situation in Darfur is 
at risk of rapidly degenerating into full-scale civil war.  

 27 Nov UNHCR says the security situation along the Chadian 
border  is deteriorating, as milit ias launch Òbolder and 
more aggressive attacksÓ. 

IRIN Chad   

 28 Nov GoS kill 14 civilians in bombing raid.  SLM/A claims 
Antonov planes bombed the town of Bishau in North 
Darfur  State and the Ashmara region in West 
Darfur , according SLM/A leader Abdel Wahed 
Mohammed Ahmed al-Nur. 
 
GoS and SLM /A are due to restart negotiations to 
reach comprehensive settlement in Chad on Dec. 4. 

AFP Bishau  
 
Ashmara  

Abdel Wahed 
Mohammed 
Ahmed al-Nur 

 

Nov 
2003 

 In November 2003, Janjaweed attacks kill at least 
twenty in Mango and nearby villages of Angar, 
Bayda, Nyorongta and Shushta in the Terbeba-
Arara area. 

HRW, ÒDarfur 
DestroyedÓ 

Angar  
 
Bayda 
 
Mango 
 
Nyorongta   
 
Shushta  
 
Terbeba-Arara 

Janjaweed http://hrw.org/reports
/2004/sudan0504/  

Nov and 
Dec 
2003 

 In November and during the f irst week of December 
2003, 112 killed in two attacks on Urum, near Habila.  
During the first attack, in November 2003, 
eyewitnesses reported that Janjaweed came without 
the army and burnt eighty of 300 huts.  They took 
3,000 head of cattle and killed forty-two men, most of 
them young men.  
A second, joint attack by army and Janjaweed 
followed in the first week of December Ð variously 
reported as December, 6 or 7, 2003. The Janjaweed 
returned, this time with the army, at 6:00 a.m. Eighty 
people, including women and children, were killed in 
the second attack, which lasted four days while the 
army watched. 

HRW, ÒDarfur 
DestroyedÓ 

Urum 
 
Habeela 

Janjaweed http://hrw.org/reports
/2004/sudan0504/  
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1 Dec 2 Dec Antonov planes bomb Jibal Nun region on 1 
December, leaving 47 dead, according to Abdel 
Wahed Mohammed Ahmed al-Nur , President of 
SLM /A.   

AFP Jibal Nun  
 
El-Geneina 

Abdel Wahed 
Mohammed 
Ahmed al-Nur 

 

 3 Dec GoS shuts down independent newspaper Al-Ayam, 
purportedly for publishing news about f ighting in 
Darfur. 

AP  Mohamed Salih, 
editor in chief 
 
Kamal al-Sadek, 
managing editor 

 

 3 Dec The SLM /A says the resumption of a ceasefire 
agreement with the Sudanese government is highly 
unlikely, claiming that they have Òno interestÓ in going 
to peace talks as long as there is Òcontinued aggression 
from the government.Ó  The agreement was renewed on 
November 4, 2003, for one month.   

IRIN    

 8 Dec One million affected by strife in Darfur, says UN 
envoy for  humanitar ian affair s Tom Vraalsen.  UN 
and US officials estimate at least 7,000 killed, 600,000 
displaced.  Vraalsen is on one week visit to Sudan.   

AP  Tom Vraalsen  

 8 Dec The UN Head of Emergency Relief Coordination, 
Jan Egeland, expresses concern over the deteriorating 
humanitarian situation in Darfur and urges both sides 
to resist attacking civilians.  He says the insecurity in 
Darfur has now reached Òunprecedented levelsÓ and 
labels the humanitarian situation in the region as Òone 
of the worst in the worldÓ.   
 
Egeland says that only $12 million out of the $22.8 
million requested by the UN under the ÒGreater  
Darfur  Special Initiat iveÓ, launched in September, 
had been received.   

IRIN  Jan Egeland  
 

ÒDarfur one of the 
worst humanitarian 
catastrophes in the 
worldÓ according to 
the UN Head of 
Emergency Relief  
Coordination, Jan 
Egeland 

 9 Dec SLM /A President Abdel Wahed Mohammed al-Nur 
warns that the North-South peace process, driven by 
US pressure, should not neglect Darfur. ÒThere will be 
no comprehensive peace in Sudan without a settlement 
of all Sudanese problemsÓ al-Nur warned.   

AFP  Abdel Wahed 
Mohammed 
Ahmed al-Nur 

 

 9 Dec  UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan expresses worry 
over Darfur.  His spokesman, Fred Eckhard says that 
Annan Òis alarmed at the rapidly deteriorating 
humanitarian situation in the Darfur region, and by 

AFP  Kofi Annan 
 
Fred Eckhard 
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reports of widespread abuses against civilians, 
including killings, rape and the burning and looting of 
entire villages.Ó 

 10 Dec Chadian President Idr iss Deby flies to Khartoum to 
discuss Darfur issues.  Humanitarian f igures for 
displaced now range from 500,000 to one million.  
MSF claims 13,000 refugees arrived last week in the 
area around border town of Adre. 
 
Chadian newspaper NÕDjamena Hebdo notes last 
monthÕs visit by new head of AU Secretar iat, former 
Malian President Alpha Oumar Konare to Chad 
could signal involvement of Òother points of viewÓ to 
settle Darfur conflict. 

AP Adre  Idriss Deby  
 
Alpha Oumar 
Konare 
 
Michel Francoys, 
MSF head of 
mission in Chad 

 
 

 10 Dec Western diplomats in Sudan express concern for 
greater need of humanitarian aid for Darfur.  France 
and Germany strongly support an Abeche initiative 
for Chadian government mediation between 
Khartoum and SLM /A.  Negotiations were postponed 
from 4 Dec to 10 Dec. and again for 5 more days.  
 
French and German diplomats met with 16 chieftains 
representing 8 local tribes.   Chieftains invited 
diplomats to Nyala for a conference. 

AFP Abeche 
 
Nyala 

Issa Maraut, France 
Charge dÕAffairs, 
Khartoum 
 
Hans Gunter 
Gnodtke, German 
Ambassador 
 
Mohammed Osman 
al-Mirghani, 
opposition leader 

 

 10 Dec Chadian President Idr iss Deby and Sudanese 
President Omar al-Bashir  meet in Khartoum to 
discuss Darfur.   

AFP  Omar al-Bashir 
 
Idriss Deby 

 

11 Dec   On 11 December 2003, Janjaweed and soldiers attack 
three villages in the Bareh area Ð Arey, Haskanita 
and Terchana killing 111 people.  

HRW, ÒDarfur 
DestroyedÓ 

Arey 
 
Haskanita  
 
Terchana 

Janjaweed http://hrw.org/reports
/2004/sudan0504/  

 15 Dec More than 10,000 flee to eastern Chad over the past 
week, according MSF senior  aid worker  Sonja 
Peyrassol.  Peyrassol says 20,000 refugees have 
arrived in Birak area; 60,000 elsewhere in Chad.  
 
AP article notes that Òwhen activated by the 
Government, the militias are usually allowed to loot 

AP Birak Sonja Peyrassol  
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villages as compensation for their services.Ó   
 15 Dec Darfurian members of SudanÕs National Assembly 

appeal for international intervention to stop killings and 
displacement in the region.  The MPs have demanded 
that Darfur be discussed at the current peace talks in 
Kenya between the government and the Southern rebel 
group, the SPLA.     

IRIN    

 16 Dec Peace talks resume between SLM/A and GoS in 
Ndjamena. 

AFP NÕdjamena   

 16 Dec Darfur peace talks break down.  Chadian minister says, 
Òwe note with regret that the rebellion set out 
unacceptable terms and thus blocked the talks.Ó   
According to Chadian Communications M inister  
Abdramane Moussa, the SLM /A claimed autonomy 
for Darfur, wanted their own armed force to control the 
region and to be given a percentage of Sudanese 
national oil revenue. 

AFP  Abdramane 
Moussa 

 

 16 Dec US criticizes SLM/A and GoS for breakdown in peace 
talks.  US State Dept. Spokesman Richard Boucher 
says that the ÒUS deplores the partiesÕ lack of 
engagement to end hostilities in Darfur, despite efforts 
by the United Nations and the government of Chad to 
facilitate talks and a humanitarian cease-fire.Ó  

AFP/AP  Richard Boucher  

 17 Dec GoS accuses political parties of meddling in Darfur 
peace talks.  North Darfur  Governor Osman Yousuf 
K ibir  said demands made by the SLM /A bore 
fingerprints of Òsome parties and powers,Ó then 
accused Hassan al-TurabiÕs Popular  Congress Party 
of Òstanding behind the rebels.Ó 

AFP  Osman Mohamed 
Yusuf Kibir 
 
Beshir Adam 
Rahmah, Popular 
Congress political 
affairs secretary 

 

16, 17 
Dec 

18 Dec GoS gears up for renewed f ighting in Darfur.  North 
Darfur  Governor Osman Yousuf K ibir  announces a 
statewide mobilization on 17 December and orders 
curfews; South Darfur  Governor  Adam Hamid 
Mussa instructs authorities to be on alert and also 
orders a curfew in Nyala beginning on 16 December.  

AFP Nyala Osman Mohamed 
Yusuf Kibir 
 
Adam Hamid 
Mussa 

 

 18 Dec EU pledges normalization of ties with Sudan upon 
signing of North-South peace accord and resume 
development cooperation. 

AFP  Alfredo Mantica, 
Italian foreign 
ministry official, 
head of EU 
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delegation 
 19 Dec Head of GoS delegation to Ndjamena peace talks, 

Major  General Abdel Kar im Abdallah claims that 
the SLM/A is backed by Er itrea and Popular  
Congress, which has resulted in collapse of talks. 

AFP  Abdullah Abdul 
Karim 
 
Suleiman Jamous 
 
Abu Bakr Hamid 
 
Ahmed Keir 
Jebreel  
 
Beshir Adam 
Rahmah 

 

 19 Dec UN Refugee expert Francis Deng says 670,000 
displaced. 

  Francis Deng Displaced estimate 
rises to 670,000 

 19 Dec  GoS closes the Khartoum off ice of Arabic satellite 
television station al-Jazeera and detained one of its 
correspondents.  The country's official news agency 
accused al-Jazeera and its reporter Islam Salih Bello of 
lies and distortion in part for reporting on crisis in 
Darfur. 

BBC News 
website 

 Islam Salih Bello  

 20 Dec West Darfur  Governor Major  General Suleiman 
Abdullah imposes curfew on Geneina. 

AFP El Geneina Sulieman Abdullah 
Adam 

 

20 Dec  On 20 December 2003, government soldiers and 
Janjaweed all wearing similar uniforms and supported 
by three helicopter gunships attack Habila Canare, 
twenty-five kilometers east of El Geneina killing fif ty. 

HRW, ÒDarfur 
DestroyedÓ 

Habila Canare 
 
El Geneina 

Janjaweed http://hrw.org/reports
/2004/sudan0504/  

 23 Dec President Omar al-Bashir  requests Sudan 
Par liament to extend state of emergency for one 
more year - in part based on rebellion in Darfur. 

AFP  Omar Al-Bashir  

 23 Dec UN Refugee agency to send emergency team to Chad 
to assist some 91,000 refugees from Darfur scattered 
along Chadian eastern border .   ÒIf there ever was an 
invisible emergency, this is it,Ó UNCHR spokesman 
Ron Redmond tells the press. 
 
The team will go to Abeche and then help transfer 
refugees to a new site in Farachana which has been 
designed to hold 10,00 refugees. 

AFP Chad 
 
Farachana 
Refugee Camp 
 
Abeche 

Ron Redmond  

 24 Dec SLM /A leader  Abdel Wahed Mohammed al-Nur  AFP/AP Kabkabiya  Abdel Wahed  
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says that the GoS launched a massive offensive against 
SLM /A in eastern Kabkabiya region in North 
Darfur , which he claimed the SLM/A repelled, kill ing 
84 GoS troops.  According to al-Nur, GoS used tanks, 
armored vehicles, supported by Antonovs.  
 
Khartoum blames SLM /A for breakdown in talks, 
citing their unacceptable demands. 

Mohammed 
Ahmed al-Nur 

 24 Dec SudanÕs government and southern rebels agree to a 
50/50 split of oil revenues once the civil war ends.   

NYT    

25 Dec  27 Dec The Sudanese Army reports an attack by Darfur rebels 
on Kulbus, the second assault in 24 hours.  According 
to the GoS military, the first attack was carried out 
jointly by SLM/A and JEM  . GoS says it repulsed both 
attacks by Òbandits.Ó  
 
GoS State Foreign M inister  Al-Tigani Salih Fidahil 
and Intelligence Chief Major  General Abdel Kar im 
Abdallah (head of peace talks delegation) visited 
NÕdjamena on 25 Dec to deliver a message from 
President Omar al-Beshir  to Chadian President 
Idr iss Deby.  

AFP Koulbous 
 
NÕdjamena 

Al-Tigani Salih 
Fidahil  
 
Abdullah Abdul 
Karim 
 
Omar al-Bashir 
 
Idriss Deby 

 

28 Dec  On 28 December 2003, soldiers and Janjaweed kill 
twenty-four people in Kondoli, in the M isterei area.  

HRW, ÒDarfur 
DestroyedÓ 

Kondoli Janjaweed http://hrw.org/reports
/2004/sudan0504/  

 29 Dec The GoS accuses Er itrea of fomenting trouble in 
Darfur.   President Omar  al-Bashir  says Er itrea 
supplying arms and training rebels. (AP) 
 
AFP reports President Bashir  accuses Eritrea Òtaking 
care of wounded rebel soldiers.Ó   Er itrea later denies 
accusations (see 30 Dec. AFP article) 

AFP/AP  Omar al-Bashir  

29 Dec  On 29 December 2003 Janjaweed and army troops, 
supported by two helicopter gunships, attack the area 
of Nour i, near Murnei with anywhere between 136-
170 killed. 

HRW, ÒDarfur 
DestroyedÓ 

Nouri 
 
Murnei 

Janjaweed http://hrw.org/reports
/2004/sudan0504/  

 29 Dec Sudanese Par liament renews the state of emergency 
for one year, beginning 1 Jan.  

AFP    

 30 Dec President Omar al-Bashir  says skirmishes between 
GoS and insurgents in Darfur will not affect talks with 
SPLA 

AFP  Omar al-Bashir  
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 30 Dec Popular  Congress leader Hassan al-Turabi denies 
involvement with Darfur conflict.   

  Hasan al-Turabi  

 31 Dec President Omar al-Bashir  threatens to annihilate 
Darfur rebels and announces war against western 
insurgent groups as a top priority. ÒWe will use the 
army, the police, the mujahedeen, the horsemen to get 
rid of the rebellion,Ó al-Bashir  said. 

AFP/AP  Omar Al-Bashir 
 
 

Note President Omar 
al-BashirÕs reference 
to  Òhorsemen.Ó  

 


