
RELIGIOUS LEADER LETTER TO THE G8 ON HIV/AIDS AND DEBT 
 
June 2007 
 
 

Dear President Bush,  
 
We, the undersigned religious leaders, ask that you address two critical issues at this year’s G8 Summit in 
Germany that have a profound impact on the continent of Africa and implications for the rest of the world: the 
HIV/AIDS pandemic and the enduring international debt crisis. We call on you to work with the rest of the 

G8 to create a strategy and a comprehensive long-term funding package to ensure that the goal of 

Universal Access to Prevention, Treatment, Care and Support for HIV/AIDS set two years ago will be 

fully financed and achieved by the target date of 2010. In addition to securing the necessary 

commitments to realize this pledge, we ask you to commit to expand the G8 2005 debt agreement to 

recognize the illegitimate nature of the international debt crisis and commit to 100% debt cancellation 

for all African countries without harmful economic conditions attached.   
 

Work to achieve universal access at the G8 this year would provide an opportunity to re-invigorate global 
efforts aimed at reversing the HIV & AIDS pandemic, which has already killed almost 30 million people. 
According to UNAIDS estimates, effective measures against the global pandemic require investments of 
US$22 billion in 2008, and only a funding plan agreed across the G8 in 2007 can ensure these needs are met. 
This plan should map out how donor countries intend to increase revenue and channel much-needed additional 
money to fully fund all developing countries’ national targets. We are just 3 years away from the target date 
and are facing a major funding shortfall. As a result, over 75% of people urgently needing life-saving 
treatment are not receiving it, and last year 3 million people died of AIDS-related illnesses. As people of faith 

from a variety of religious traditions we are compelled to take action to protect these valuable lives. 

Please do your part to protect life by creating a comprehensive strategy and long-term funding package 

to ensure universal access to treatment by 2010.  
 
African efforts to confront HIV/AIDS are handicapped by the continent's massive debt burden, and by the policies 
of the World Bank and International Monetary Fund (IMF), which constrain spending on health care in many 
African countries. The G8 took an important first step in 2005 by canceling 100% of the debts owed to the IMF and 
World Bank by 18 countries, 14 in Africa. Already this action has enabled countries like Zambia to increase access 
to treatment and abolish health clinic fees. This was only a first step, however. Many countries in Africa have been 
left behind, including Liberia, a newly democratic nation that desperately needs debt cancellation to rebuild after 
decades of conflict. Liberia needs access to its full budget to address urgent issues of unemployment and to fight 
HIV/AIDS and other health crises. We ask that you lead an initiative in the G8 this year to expand this debt 

deal to ensure immediate 100% cancellation of the debts of the other countries in Africa that have equally 
illegitimate debts and urgent health priorities. This cancellation must come free from harmful economic 
conditionality.  
 
We look forward to learning that the 2007 G8 Summit takes new strides to address these urgent global priorities.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Reverend Dr. Calvin Butts, III  Rabbi Marla Feldman   Reverend Dr. Jeremiah Wright 
Pastor     Commission on Social Action  Senior Pastor 
The Abyssinian Baptist Church  of Reform Judaism   Trinity United Church of Christ 
New York, NY    New York, NY    Chicago, IL 
 
Bishop Roy Sano 
The Council of Bishops of the United Methodist Church 
Washington, DC



Additional Signatories: 

Rabbi David Adelson 
East End Temple 
New York, NY 

 
Rabbi Moshe Adler  

Beth El - The Heights Synagogue 
University Heights, OH 

 
Reverend William B. Anderson 

Presbyterian Church 
Clinton, SC 

 
Reverend Wendell Anthony 

Pastor 
United Church of Christ 

Detroit, MI 
 

Reverend Caroline Bail 
First Congregational Church of Williamstown, 

 United Church of Christ 
Williamstown, MA 

 
Rabbi Marci Bellows 

 
Temple Shaaray Tefila 

New York, NY 
 

Rabbi Donald R Berlin 
Temple Oheb Shalom 

Baltimore, MD 
 

Sister Dorothy Jean Beyer Prioress 
Benedictine Sisters 

Mt. Angel, OR 
 

Rabbi Karen Bookman Kaplan 
Princeton Homecare 

Kearny, NJ 
 

Rabbi David Brusin 
Congregation Shir Hadash 

Whtefish Bay, WI 
 

Rabbi Angela Buchdahl 
Central Synagogue 

New York, NY 
 
 
 

 
 

Rabbi Steven Chester 
Temple Sinai 
Oakland, CA 

 
Rabbi Judy Cohen-Rosenberg 
Community Reform Temple 

Westbury, NY 
 

Rabbi Karen Companez 
Temple Beth El 

Flint, MI 
 

Rabbi Heidi Coretz 
Regional Hillels of North Central Texas 

Dallas, TX 
 

Sister Mary Rose Crowley 
SND 

Sisters of Notre Dame De Namur 
Windsor, CT 

 
Reverend Jason Davenport 

Edgewood Presbyterian Church 
Sandford, NC 

 
Sister Jo'Ann De Quattro 

Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary 
Marylhurst, OR 

 
Rabbi Karen Dreyfus 

B'nai Yehuda Beth Sholom 
Homewood, IL 

 
Reverend Benjamin Clay Dudley Community 

Pastor 
United Baptist Church 

Waco, TX 
 

Rabbi Jen Feldman 
Chapel Hill Kehillah 

Chapel Hill, NCChapel Hill Kehillah 
Chapel Hill, NC 

 
 

Rabbi Marla Feldman  
Commission on Social Action of Reform 

Judaism 
New York, NY 



 
Rabbi Nancy Flam 

Institute for Jewish Spirituality 
Northampton, MA 

 
Rabbi Adam Frank 

Congregation Moreshet Yisrael 
  

Rabbi Stephen Fuchs 
Congregation Beth Israel 

West Hartford, CT 
 

Rabbi Ruth Gais 
Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of 

Religion 
Summit, NJ 

 
Rabbi Jeffrey Gale 

The Suburban Temple 
Wantagh, NY 

 
Rabbi David Glickman 

Congregation Shearith Israel 
Dallas, TX 

 
Rabbi Gary Glickstein 

 
Temple Beth Sholom 

Miami Beach, FL 
 

Rabbi Debra Hachen 
Temple Beth El of Northern Valley 

Closter, NJ 
 

Rabbi Leah Herz 
Temple DeHirsch Sinai 

Seattle, WA 
 

Father Jim Hoffman 
OFM 

Sacred Heart Franciscan Province 
Countryside, IL 

 
Rabbi Richard Jacobs 

Westchester Reform Temple 
Scarsdale, NY 

 
Sister Martha M. Jaegers 

Dominican Sisters of Sparkill 
St. Louis, MO 

 
Rabbi Rebecca Joseph 

The Jewish Theological Seminary 
New York, NYThe Jewish Theological Seminary 

New York, NY 
 

Rabbi Bruce Kadden 
Temple Beth El 
Tacoma, WA 

 
Rabbi Tracy Kaplowitz 

Suffolk Association for Jewish Educational 
Services 

Huntington, NY 
 

Rabbi Alan Katz  
Temple Sinai 

Rochester, NY 
 

Sister Marlene Kline 
Asst. Major Superior 

Sisters of St. Francis of Millvale 
Pittsburgh, PA 

 
Rabbi Neil Kominsky 

Temple Emanuel of the Merrimack Valley 
Lowell, MA 

 
Rabbi Michael Kramer 

Temple Judea 
Massapequa, NY 

 
Rabbi Jonathan Kupetz 

Temple Beth Israel 
Pomona, CA 

 
Rabbi Alfred Landsberg 

Temple Emanu-El 
Edison, NJ 

 
Rabbi Karen Landy 

Jewish Family and children's service 
Brookline, MA 

 
Rabbi Alan LaPayover 

Philadelphia, PA 
 

Rabbi Philip Lefkowitz 
Agudas Achim North Shore Cong. 

Chicago, IL 



 
Rabbi David Lerner 

Temple Emunah 
Lexington, MA 

 
Rabbi Dennis Linson 

Temple Judea 
Irvine, CA 

 
Rabbi Ellen Lippmann 

Kolot Chayeinu/Voices of Our Lives 
Brooklyn, NY 

 
Sister Marcia Luuz 

OSF 
Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi 

St. Francis, WI 
 

Janelle Maes 
OSB 

Benedictive Sisters of Mount St. Scholastica 
Atchinson, KS 

 
Rabbi James Maisels 

DC Minyan 
Washington, DC 

 
Rabbi Michael Merdinger 

Overland Park, KS 
 

Rabbi Joel Meyers 
Rabbinical Assembly 

New York, NY 
 

Rabbi Phil Miller 
Baltimore, MD 

 
Reverend Richard Moore 
United Church of Christ 

Claremont, CA 
 

Sister Frances E. Moore 
CDP, Provincial 

Congregation of Divine Providence 
Melbourne, KY 

 
Rabbi Jay Moses 

The Wexner Foundation 
New York, NY 

 

Sister Joan Mumaw 
IHM 

The Leadership Council of the Sisters,  
Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

Monroe, MI 
 

Rabbi Rhonda Nebel 
Temple Beth chai 
Hauppauge, NY 

 
Sister Maureen O'Brien 

SND 
Sisters of Notre Dame De Namur 

Windsor, CT 
 

Rabbi James Prosnit 
B'nai Israel 

Bridgeport, CT 
 

Rabbi Andrea Raizen 
Temple Shalom 

Colorado Springs, COTemple Shalom 
Colorado Springs, CO 

 
Sister Honora Remes 

Provincial 
Daughters of Charity 

Evansville, IN 
 

Rabbi Dorothy Richman 
Berkeley, CA 

 
Dr. David Roquemore 

Camp Hill Presbyterian Church 
Camp Hill, PA 

 
Rabbi Emanuel Rose 

Beth Israel 
Portland, OR 

 
Rabbi Stanley Rosenbaum 
Sons of Jacob Synagogue 

Waterloo, IA 
 

Rabbi Harry Rosenfeld 
Temple Beth Zion 

Buffalo, NY 
 

Rabbi Ronald Roth 
West End Synagogue 
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Nashville, TN 
 

Rabbi Neil Sandler 
Ahavath Achim Synagogue 

Atlanta, GA 
 

Bishop Roy Sano 
Executive Secretary 

The Council of Bishops of the United Methodist 
Church 

Washington, DC 
 

Rabbi Dennis Sasso 
Congregation Beth-El Zedeck 

Indianapolis, IN 
 

Rabbi Sandy Sasso 
Congregation Beth-El Zedeck 

Indianapolis, IN 
 

Cantor Pamela Sawyer  
Temple Israel 
Alameda, CA 

 
Rabbi Ira J. Schiffer  
Middlebury College 

Middlebury, VT 
 

Rabbi Aaron Schonbrun  
Congregation Beth David 

 
Rabbi Joel Schwartzman  

Congregation B'nai Chaim 
Morrison, CO 

 
Sister Francine Schwarzenberger OP 

Dominican of Great Bend 
Denver, CO 

 
 

Sister Debra Sciano Provinical 
School Sisters of Notre Dame 

Elm Grove, WI 
 

Reverend Lee A. Schott  
Pastor 

Polk City United Methodist Church 
Polk City, IA 

 
 

Rabbi Alexandria Shuval-Weiner  
Manhattan Beach, CA 

 
Rabbi Ian Silverman  

E. Northport Jewish Center 
Greenlawn, NY 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 


