AIDS in Africa

State of Emergency

“Years from now people will ask about AIDS in Africa, as with the Holocaust or the Rwandan
Africa’s Right to genocide, ‘How could the world have known—and failed to act?”

Health Campaign —Salih Booker, Africa Action

frica is “Ground Zero” of the global HIV/AIDS crisis. Home to

just over 10% of the world’s population, sub-Saharan Africa has more

than 75% of the world’s HIV/AIDS cases. Africa has been hardest hit
by HIV/AIDS because poverty has left its people most vulnerable. Inadequate
access to health care services in Africa has fueled the spread of the disease.
Meanwhile, racism has prevented an urgent international response and con-
tinues to cost millions of African lives.

Throughout Africa, organizations and activists are taking action to prevent the
spread of HIV/AIDS and to provide care to those already living with the
disease. But their efforts are hindered by insufficient resources. These efforts
are also impeded by U.S. government policies that block Africans’ own initia-
tives to fight HIV/AIDS.

Africa’s HIV/AIDS crisis is an unprecedented human tragedy. It is all the more
tragic because the rapid spread of the disease can be stopped. Millions of lives

can still be saved if the U.S. and other rich countries take action now.

HIV/AIDS has become the single greatest threat to human security in
our lifetime.
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AIDS in Africa State of Emergency (continued from the front

“AIDS is a war against humanity...this is a war that requires the mobilization of
entire populations.”

—Nelson Mandela, former President of South Africa
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